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4th December 2020 
 
 

Dear Parents/Carers 
 
I hope this letter finds you well. Usually, the last day of the Autumn Term at St Mary’s is one where we 
gather in whole year groups to celebrate the successes of the term and mark Christmas, the birth of Christ. 
When we set the term dates last year, the end of this term was planned to be the same with a series of 
Collective Worships in the morning to mark this important event in the Christian calendar, followed by a 
farewell to students between 12:00 and 12:30pm. 
 
As you are no doubt aware we have not run face-to-face, whole year group collective worships for many 
weeks and it would not be in line with our risk assessment to start doing this now, meaning that we are 
unable to run the day as planned. For this reason, the Governors and I have decided that the last day of 
term will be Thursday 17 December 2020 (not Friday 18 December), finishing at the usual time of 2:40pm 
for Y7, Y8 and Y9 and 2:50pm for Y10, Y11 and 6th form. 
 
I expect this decision to be a one off: it is my sincere hope that, with the news of the roll-out of the vaccine, 
we will be able to start running Collective Worships again at some point in the Spring Term and that we can 
celebrate Easter as a community on the last day of term on Friday 26 March 2021, as we usually do. 
 
Thank you for your on-going support at this difficult time. Please keep discussing with your child the 
importance of following the one way system in school and wearing face covering over nose and mouth, 
because there are still a number of students (albeit relatively small) that need reminding. 
 
 
Yours faithfully 
 

 
 
Nicholas Simms 
Headteacher 
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