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Music development plan summary: 
[St Mary’s High School (Cheshunt)] 

Overview 

Detail Information 

Academic year that this summary covers 2024-25 

Date this summary was published March 2025 

Date this summary will be reviewed March 2026 

Name of the school music lead Deborah King 

Name of school leadership team member with 
responsibility for music (if different) 

Anthony Crosby 

Name of local music hub  Hertfordshire Music Hub 

Name of other music education organisation(s) 
(if partnership in place)  

Herts Music Service, ABRSM 

 

At St Mary’s High School, music is a core part of our commitment to a broad and 

balanced curriculum. We believe in the power of music to inspire, connect, and enrich the 

lives of every pupil. Our Music Development Plan outlines how we deliver high-quality 

curriculum music, support musical progression through co-curricular opportunities, and 

provide a wide range of enriching musical experiences. In partnership with the 

Hertfordshire Music Hub and Herts Music Service, we ensure that all students—

regardless of background—can access, enjoy, and succeed in music. This plan sets out 

our current provision for 2024–25 and our aspirations to grow and enhance music 

education in the years ahead. 

Part A: Curriculum music 

This is about what we teach in lesson time, how much time is spent teaching music and 

any music qualifications or awards that pupils can achieve. 

At St Mary’s High School, we deliver a high-quality music curriculum that reflects the 
National Curriculum (KS3) and the EDUQAS GCSE specification (KS4). We ensure all 
pupils experience one hour of music per week at KS3. 

Our curriculum is informed by the Model Music Curriculum and aligned with the 
National Plan for Music Education (2022). It covers performing, composing, listening, 
and appraising through a rich variety of musical styles and cultural traditions. Full long-
term plans for each year group are published on our school website. 
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We teach keyboard, percussion, voice, and music technology through classroom 
activities. Use of BandLab and DAWs is integrated into composition units. SEND 
students are supported via differentiated resources and inclusive ensemble tasks. 

Key Stage 3 (Years 7–9): 

• Year 7: Rhythmic skills, melody writing, world music (Gamelan, Samba), and 
keyboard technique. 

• Year 8: Fanfare composition, 12-bar blues, film music composition, and pop 
song writing. 

• Year 9: Theory application through classical and film composition, minimalism, 
and GCSE preparation units. 

Key Stage 4 (Years 10–11): 

• EDUQAS GCSE Music (three components: performance, composition, and ap-
praising). 

• Set works include Bach's Badinerie and Toto’s Africa. 
• Students develop solo and ensemble performance skills, compose in various 

styles, and learn detailed musical analysis. 

Partnerships: 

• Hertfordshire Music Hub supports CPD, instrumental tutors, and workshops. 
• Herts Music Service provides peripatetic tutors for piano and singing. 

Part B: Co-curricular music 

This is about opportunities for pupils to sing and play music, outside of lesson time, 

including choirs, ensembles and bands, and how pupils can make progress in music 

beyond the core curriculum. 

Our department offers a vibrant range of musical activities outside the classroom, 
designed to build musicianship and foster community. 

Instrumental and Vocal Tuition: 

• Piano (Mr Poth – Herts Music Service) 
• Singing (Ms West – Herts Music Service) 
• ABRSM Theory lessons (lunchtime club) 

Ensembles and Groups: 

• Phoenix Singers Choir (open to all year groups) 
• Guitar Ensemble (focussing on pop and classical repertoire) 
• Samba Ensemble (summer term) 
• GCSE Composition Support Sessions 
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Progression Opportunities: 

• ABRSM music theory and graded performance exams available on request. 
• Instrumental and vocal students encouraged to join county-wide ensembles via 

Herts Music Hub. 
• Participation in school showcases (music festival & Annual Prize-Giving), pro-

ductions, and regional events. 

Facilities: 

• Dedicated music practice rooms and main classroom with piano and IT suite. 
• BandLab accounts for all KS3 and Sound Trap accounts for all KS4 pupils. 

Part C: Musical experiences 

This is about all the other musical events and opportunities that we organise, such as 

singing in assembly, concerts and shows, and trips to professional concerts. 

We offer regular musical experiences for students to participate in, perform, and 
appreciate live music. 

Annual Events: 

• CSAW Production including primary schools (Autumn Term) 
• Festival of Carols with Broxbourne Council (Autumn Term) 
• Christmas Service at St Mary the Virgin Church 
• Annual Music Festival (Spring Term) 
• Whole-school production (Spring Term) 
• "St Mary’s Got Talent" review for yr9 (Summer Term) 
• Summer Concerts featuring class and ensemble work 
• Assemblies featuring student music performances 
• ‘Festivals of Learning’ programme, subject specific transition events 

Trips and External Opportunities: 

• Visits to local concert halls and theatres via partnership with Hertfordshire Music 
Hub 

• Workshops and live music performances through Herts Music Service 
• Phoenix Singers and Soloist performances at local community events through-

out the year 

Inclusive Access: 

• Events and tuition are subsidised where possible for students eligible for pupil 
premium. 
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In the future 

This is about what the school is planning for subsequent years. 

2025-2026 Developments: 

• Expand peripatetic offering. 
• Develop a Year 12 pathway in Music A Level. 
• Strengthen partnerships with local primary schools for transition music events. 

Commitment to High-Quality Provision: 

• Maintain weekly curriculum music for all of KS3. 
• Ensure access to instruments and music tech for all learners. 
• Increase live performance opportunities. 
• Broaden diversity of musical styles studied. 

Further information (optional) 

Website: https://st-maryshigh.herts.sch.uk/ 

Local Music Hub: https://www.artscouncil.org.uk/MusicHubs#section-1 

National Plan for Music Education: https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/the-
power-of-music-to-change-lives-a-national-plan-for-music-education 

GCSE Specification: https://www.eduqas.co.uk/qualifications/music-
gcse/#tab_overview 

 

https://st-maryshigh.herts.sch.uk/
https://www.artscouncil.org.uk/MusicHubs#section-1
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/the-power-of-music-to-change-lives-a-national-plan-for-music-education
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/the-power-of-music-to-change-lives-a-national-plan-for-music-education
https://www.eduqas.co.uk/qualifications/music-gcse/#tab_overview
https://www.eduqas.co.uk/qualifications/music-gcse/#tab_overview

