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Year /

Vision/intent: The study of music provides students an opportunity to engage the mind, body and spirit in creative pursuits. Students will explore and learn individually
& collaboratively to ensure that they develop; the confidence, the creativity and the thoughtfulness to be a skilful and informed musician. The curriculum aims to
provide appropriate experience and qualifications to support further study and/or career opportunities within the music industry.

Music in Year 7 intends to enable students to explore the fundamental elements that underpin performing, composing and listening to music. Through learning these
elements, students will explore style, texture and concepts from multiple genres leading to the exploration of traditional Western Classical Music, World Music and
festivals, contemporary music of popular culture, film music and the art of basic thematic/programmatic writing.

Domains of knowledge:
Tacit Knowledge:

Tacit knowledge refers to the implicit understanding and intuition that
musicians develop through experience and exposure to music.

In music education, tacit knowledge encompasses aspects such as musical
intuition, sensitivity to nuances in performance, and the ability to
interpret and respond to musical cues.

Students acquire tacit knowledge through active engagement in musical
activities, including listening, performing, and improvising.

Tacit knowledge is often transmitted through direct experience,
mentorship, and peer collaboration rather than formal instruction or
explicit verbalization.

Procedural Knowledge:

Key concepts:

Elements of Music: Introducing students to the fundamental elements of music such as
melody, harmony, rhythm, dynamics, tempo, and timbre.

Music Theory: Basic music theory including understanding musical notation, pitch,
scales, and simple rhythmic patterns.

Listening Skills: Developing active listening skills through exposure to a variety of
musical genres, styles, and historical periods.

Vocal Techniques: Exploring basic vocal techniques including breath control, pitch
accuracy, and vocal range through singing exercises and repertoire, also includes using




Procedural knowledge pertains to the practical skills and techniques
required to perform specific musical tasks or activities.

In music education, procedural knowledge includes skills such as
instrument proficiency, sight-reading, ensemble coordination, and
conducting.

Students develop procedural knowledge through systematic instruction,
guided practice, and repetitive rehearsal.

Procedural knowledge is acquired through hands-on experience and
gradual refinement of skills over time, often facilitated by teacher
demonstration, modeling, and feedback.

Declarative Knowledge:

Declarative knowledge refers to factual information, concepts, and
theoretical understanding of music.

Declarative knowledge encompasses elements such as music theory,
terminology, historical context, and stylistic conventions.

Declarative knowledge provides the conceptual framework for
understanding and analyzing music, enabling students to make informed
interpretations and connections across different musical contexts.

the voice as an instrument and confidence in using the voice to communicate through
language and sounds.

Instrumental Skills: Introduction to playing simple instruments such as keyboards,
percussion, and classroom instruments to develop basic instrumental skills and
ensemble playing.

Composition and Creativity: Encouraging students to explore their creativity through
simple composition tasks, improvisation, and creating music using technology.

Music History and Culture: Introducing students to key concepts in music history and
culture, including the study of significant composers, musical styles, and cultural
contexts.

Performance Skills: Developing basic performance skills through solo and ensemble
performance opportunities, including participation in class concerts and assemblies.

Music Technology: Introduction to basic music technology concepts such as recording,
sequencing, and music software to create, edit, and manipulate music electronically.

Musical Analysis: Developing analytical skills through listening to and analyzing music,
identifying musical elements, structures, and stylistic features

MUSIC YEAR 7 LTP

Autumn Term 1& 2 Spring Term 3 & 4 Summer Term 5 & 6

Title(s) Unit length Title(s) Unit length Title(s) Unit length

1. Rhythm, the heartbeat of all 5/6 Wks 3. Composing Music for Different 5/6 Wks 5. Instrument Specific Techniques 5/6 Wks
organised sound Atmospheres




2. Pitch/steps to creating

Melody 5/6wks

4, Pentatonic. World Music, the

sound of Indonesian Gamelan and 5/6wks

the importance of the number five

6. Festivals from around the world
and the rhythms of Samba

5/6wks

Domains of knowledge

Tacit Knowledge:

Rhythms and Note Values (Autumn 1):

Tacit knowledge can be found in the development
of rhythmic sense through activities like clapping or
tapping rhythms. Students develop an intuitive
understanding of timing and beat subdivision.
Keyboard Skills (Autumn 2):

Learning hand positions and techniques on the
keyboard involves tacit knowledge as students
develop muscle memory and coordination between
hands without necessarily being able to articulate
the exact movements.

Playing Instruments (Spring 3-6):

Tacit knowledge is inherent in playing musical
instruments like drums, guitar, or keyboard. It
involves the physical sensation and muscle memory
developed through practice, which may be
challenging to express explicitly.

Ensemble Performance (Summer 6):

Leading an ensemble or participating in group
performances requires tacit knowledge in areas
such as listening skills, communication, and
coordination with other musicians. Students
develop a sense of timing, dynamics, and
interaction through practical experience.

Stylistic Interpretation (Throughout):
Understanding the nuances of different musical
styles, whether it's classical music, Gamelan, pop

Domains of knowledge

Procedural Knowledge:

Rhythmic Activities (Autumn 1):

Procedural knowledge is developed through rhythmic
exercises such as clapping or tapping patterns.
Students learn to perform these rhythms accurately
and consistently, honing their rhythmic skills through
practice.

Instrumental Technique (Throughout):

Whether it's playing the keyboard, guitar, drums, or
other instruments introduced in the curriculum,
procedural knowledge is essential. Students learn
specific techniques for producing sound, controlling
dynamics, and executing musical passages effectively
on their chosen instruments.

Reading and Writing Music (Throughout):

The ability to read and write music notation involves
procedural knowledge. Students learn the step-by-step
procedures for interpreting musical symbols,
identifying notes on the staff, and translating written
notation into sound and vice versa.

Ensemble Performance (Summer 6):

Participating in ensemble performances requires
procedural knowledge in areas such as ensemble
coordination, rehearsal techniques, and performance
etiquette. Students learn how to follow a conductor's
cues, synchronize their playing with other musicians,
and contribute to the overall musical interpretation of
a piece.

Domains of knowledge

Declarative Knowledge:

Rhythms and Note Values (Autumn 1):

Declarative knowledge includes understanding the
names and symbols of different note values (whole
note, half note, quarter note, etc.), as well as their
durations relative to each other.

Introduction to Clefs and Traditional Notation
(Autumn 1):

Declarative knowledge encompasses understanding
the basics of treble and bass clefs, as well as the
meaning and function of various symbols in
traditional music notation.

Elements of Music (Spring 3):

Declarative knowledge involves learning about the
basic elements of music, such as dynamics
(loudness and softness), texture (thickness or
thinness of musical texture), and timbre (tone
color).

Music Theory Concepts (Throughout):

Declarative knowledge is embedded in learning
music theory concepts like scales, intervals, chords,
and harmonic progressions, which provide the
theoretical framework for understanding and
creating music.

Musical Styles and Genres (Throughout):
Declarative knowledge includes learning about
different musical styles, genres, and historical
periods, such as classical music, world music




songs, or world music genres like SAMBA, involves
tacit knowledge. This includes interpreting
phrasing, articulation, and expression, which are
often learned through listening and emulation
rather than explicit instruction.

Creativity and Composition (Throughout):

Tacit knowledge plays a significant role in
composition and creative expression. Students
develop an intuitive sense of melody, harmony, and
form through experimentation and exploration,
drawing on their personal experiences and musical
influences.

Composition and Arrangement (Throughout):

When composing music or arranging existing pieces,
students apply procedural knowledge to structure their
compositions, develop musical ideas, and arrange
instrumentation effectively. They learn techniques for
developing motifs, creating harmonic progressions,
and organizing musical form.

Improvisation (Throughout):

Improvisation activities provide opportunities for
students to develop procedural knowledge in
spontaneous musical creation. They learn to improvise
melodies, accompaniments, or solos within specific
musical contexts, drawing on their understanding of
scales, chord progressions, and stylistic conventions.
Performance Skills (Throughout):

Procedural knowledge is also evident in performance
skills such as breath control (for singers or wind
instrumentalists), fingering techniques (for
keyboardists or string players), and articulation (for all
instrumentalists). Students learn to execute these skills
fluently through practice and repetition

traditions like Gamelan, and contemporary popular
music.

Instrumentation and Performance Techniques
(Throughout):

Declarative knowledge encompasses understanding
the characteristics and capabilities of various
musical instruments, as well as learning specific
performance techniques relevant to each
instrument.

Composition and Arrangement (Throughout):
Declarative knowledge involves learning about
musical form, structure, and compositional
techniques used in creating music, including
concepts like melody, harmony, rhythm, and form.
Cultural and Historical Context (Throughout):
Declarative knowledge includes understanding the
cultural and historical context of music, including
the contributions of different composers,
musicians, and cultural traditions to the
development of music over time.

Key concepts

Autumn 1:

e Rhythms: Students will learn about
different rhythmic patterns, including
whole notes, half notes, quarter notes, and
eighth notes. They will practice clapping
and counting rhythms.

o Note Values: Building upon rhythms,
students will understand the duration of
each note value and how they relate to one
another.

e Introduction to Clefs: Introduction to the
concept of treble and bass clefs,

Key concepts

Spring 3:

¢ The Elements (including Dynamics/texture
and timbre): Introduction to musical elements
such as dynamics (volume), texture (layers of
sound), and timbre (tone quality).

e Programme music (for different
atmospheres): Exploring how music can evoke
different moods and atmospheres, such as
calmness, excitement, or mystery.

e Ostinato: Learning about repetitive musical
patterns that serve as a foundation in
compositions.

Key concepts

Summer 5:

e LH Strengthening: Developing strength and
dexterity in the left hand for playing musical
instruments.

e RH Triads: Learning about triads (three-
note chords) and their inversions, focusing
on playing them with the right hand.

e Pop Song rehearsal and group
performance: Rehearsing and performing
popular songs such as "Stand by Me,"
"Forget You," or "Shape of You" as a group.




understanding their symbols and their
placement on the staff.

Traditional notation: Students will be
introduced to traditional music notation,
including the placement of notes on the
staff and their corresponding pitches.
Graphic and numeric notation: Exploring
alternative methods of musical notation,
such as graphic notation (visual
representations of music) and numeric
notation (using numbers to represent
musical elements like pitch and rhythm).

Autumn 2:

The Stave (recap): Reviewing the concept
of the stave as the five lines and four spaces
upon which musical notes are written.
CDE Melodies (shape and form):
Understanding basic melodies using the
notes C, D, and E, and exploring their
shapes and forms within different musical
pieces.

Ode to Joy / Beethoven (keyboard skills
and hand positions): Introduction to
playing simple melodies on the keyboard,
focusing on hand positions and
coordination.

Drone: Understanding the concept of a
sustained or repeated note serving as a
harmonic base in music.

Homophony: Recognizing and understanding
music where all parts move together in
harmony, such as in a chordal texture.

Spring 4:

Traditional 4 part writing (treble clef):
Introduction to traditional four-part harmony
writing in the treble clef, focusing on voice
leading and harmonic progression.

Gamelan inspired pentatonic performance
and composition: Exploring the music of the
Gamelan ensemble and creating compositions
using pentatonic scales common in Gamelan
music.

Intro to Guitar and TAB: Introduction to
playing the guitar and understanding how
to read guitar tablature (TAB) notation.

Summer 6:

Leading an Ensemble: Learning skills
necessary to lead a musical ensemble,
including conducting, communication, and
organization.

SAMBA (carnival drumming of Brazil):
Exploring the rhythms and instrumentation
of Brazilian Samba music, focusing on
drumming techniques and ensemble
performance.

STOMP (trash modelling performance):
Engaging in creative expression through the
use of found objects as percussion
instruments, inspired by the performance
art group STOMP

End Points:

Autumn 1:

Understand basic rhythmic concepts:
Students will actively engage in rhythm
exercises, clapping and counting rhythms,
and discussing the duration of different
rhythmic values.

End points:

Spring 3:

Understanding of musical elements such as
dynamics, texture, and timbre: Students will
explore these elements through listening

End points:

Summer 5:

Strengthening of left-hand technique:
Students will practice exercises specifically
designed to strengthen and improve
dexterity in their left hand, essential for
playing various musical instruments.




Identify different note values: Through
practical exercises and examples, students
will learn to distinguish between whole
notes, half notes, quarter notes, and eighth
notes.

Familiarity with clefs and traditional
notation systems: Students will practice
identifying and understanding the symbols
of the treble and bass clefs, as well as
learning to read and write notes on the
staff.

Ability to interpret graphic and numeric
notations: Through exploration and
analysis, students will gain proficiency in
interpreting alternative notations such as
graphic and numeric notation systems.

Autumn 2:

Mastery of reading and writing music on
the stave: Building upon the previous term,
students will refine their skills in reading
and writing music notation on the stave,
including recognizing note placement and
understanding key signatures.
Understanding of melody structure and
shape: Students will analyze melodies,
focusing on their structure, shape, and
contour to understand how melodies are
formed and developed.

Introduction to keyboard skills and hand
positions through specific pieces: Through
guided instruction and practice with pieces
like "Ode to Joy" by Beethoven, students
will develop basic keyboard skills and learn
proper hand positions for playing.

exercises, discussions, and practical activities,
gaining a deeper understanding of how they
contribute to musical expression.

Ability to create different atmospheres
through programmatic music: Students will
compose short pieces of programmatic music,
focusing on utilizing dynamics, texture, and
timbre to evoke specific atmospheres or
scenes.

Mastery of ostinato and drone techniques:
Through hands-on practice and
experimentation, students will master the
creation and application of ostinato and drone
patterns in musical compositions.
Understanding of homophonic music texture:
Through analysis and performance of
homophonic pieces, students will develop an
understanding of this texture, recognizing how
all voices move together harmonically.

Spring 4:

Proficiency in traditional four-part writing
using the treble clef: Students will engage in
exercises and compositions that require them
to write harmonically coherent melodies and
accompaniments in four-part harmony using
the treble clef.

Ability to perform and compose using
Gamelan-inspired pentatonic scales: Students
will study Gamelan music, learning to perform
traditional pieces and compose original works
using pentatonic scales commonly found in this
genre.

Proficiency in playing right-hand triads:
Through focused practice, students will
master playing triads with their right hand,
understanding their inversions and
harmonic functions.

Rehearsing and performing popular songs
in a group setting: Students will collaborate
in groups to rehearse and perform popular
songs, developing ensemble skills and stage
presence.

Introduction to guitar playing using
tablature (TAB): Students will learn to read
and interpret guitar tablature, starting with
basic chord shapes and strumming
patterns.

Summer 6:

Ability to lead an ensemble or group
musical performance: Students will take on
leadership roles, directing rehearsals and
performances of ensemble pieces,
developing skills in communication,
organization, and musical interpretation.
Proficiency in SAMBA (carnival drumming
of Brazil) rhythms and techniques: Through
hands-on practice and ensemble
performance, students will master the
rhythmic patterns and techniques
characteristic of SAMBA music.
Performance skills in STOMP (trash
modeling performance): Students will
explore creative expression through
percussive performance using found
objects, developing rhythmic precision and




stage presence in STOMP-inspired
performances.

Declarative/procedural knowledge broken down:

Autumn 1:
Declarative Knowledge:

e Understanding of rhythmic patterns and
their representation.

o Knowledge of different note values
(crotchets,quavers, semi-quavers,minims,
etc.).

e Introduction to treble and bass clefs.

e  Familiarity with traditional music notation
symbols and their meanings.

e Understanding of graphic notation and
numeric representations in music.

Procedural Knowledge:

e Practicing clapping or tapping different
rhythmic patterns.

e Writing simple rhythms using different note
values.

e |dentifying notes on the staff in both treble
and bass clefs.

e Translating graphic and numeric notations
into traditional notation.

Autumn 2:

Declarative Knowledge:
e Recap of reading and writing music on the
stave.
e Understanding of how melodies are
constructed using CDE notes.

Declarative/procedural knowledge broken down:

Spring 3:
Declarative Knowledge:

e Knowledge of dynamics (loudness and
softness), texture (density of sound), and
timbre (tone color).

e Understanding of how programmatic music
depicts specific scenes or moods.

e Definition and examples of ostinato (repetitive
musical pattern) and drone (sustained note or
chord).

e Explanation of homophony (music with a clear
melodic line supported by harmonies).

Procedural Knowledge:

e Experimenting with dynamics and texture in
musical performances.

e Composing programmatic music to convey
different atmospheres or narratives.

e Practicing ostinato and drone patterns on
various instruments.

e Performing music with homophonic textures,
focusing on balance between melody and
accompaniment.

Spring 4:
Declarative Knowledge:
e Understanding of traditional four-part writing
techniques (soprano, alto, tenor, bass) within
the treble clef.

Declarative/procedural knowledge broken down:
Summer 5:

Declarative Knowledge:

e Understanding of left-hand strengthening
exercises to improve dexterity and
coordination.

e Knowledge of right-hand triads (three-note
chords) and their inversions.

e  Familiarity with popular songs like "Stand
by Me," "Forget You," and "Shape of You."

e Introduction to guitar playing techniques
using tablature notation (TAB)

Procedural Knowledge:

e Practicing left-hand exercises to strengthen
fingers and improve finger independence.

e Learning and practicing right-hand
techniques for playing triads on keyboard or
guitar.

e Rehearsing and performing popular songs
with a focus on ensemble playing and
coordination.

e Exploring guitar basics using tablature
notation and learning to play simple
melodies or chords.

Summer 6:

Declarative Knowledge:




e Introduction to "Ode to Joy" by Beethoven
and its significance.

o Knowledge of basic keyboard skills and
hand positions.

Procedural Knowledge:

e Practicing reading and writing music on the
stave with more complex melodies.

e Analyzing the structure and form of
melodies.

e Learning specific hand positions and
techniques for playing keyboard pieces like
"Ode to Joy".

e Knowledge of Gamelan music and its
characteristic pentatonic scales.

Procedural Knowledge:

e Practicing traditional four-part writing
exercises, focusing on voice leading and
harmony.

e Exploring Gamelan music through listening and
analysis.

e Performing and composing music using
pentatonic scales inspired by Gamelan
traditions

e Understanding of leadership and
communication skills required to lead a
musical ensemble.

e Knowledge of SAMBA rhythms and
techniques, including traditional Brazilian
percussion instruments.

e  Familiarity with STOMP performance style
and techniques using everyday objects as
instruments.

Procedural Knowledge:

e Practicing leadership skills through
conducting or directing musical rehearsals
and performances.

e Learning SAMBA rhythms and techniques
through hands-on drumming activities.

e Rehearsing and performing STOMP-style
routines using found objects and
unconventional instruments.

Assessment

1. MAT Testing (Recognizing pitch, rhythm,
texture, and timbre):

Type of Knowledge Assessed: Declarative and
Procedural Knowledge.

Diagnostic Nature: Establishes baseline
understanding of essential musical elements.
Building Blocks: Provides foundational
understanding for more advanced learning in
rhythm, melody, harmony, and instrumentation.

Assessment
4. Atmospheres’ Assessment (Composition):

Type of Knowledge Assessed: Declarative and
Procedural Knowledge.

Diagnostic Nature: Assesses ability to apply
compositional techniques to evoke specific moods.
Building Blocks: Develops creativity, expression, and
form in composition for future projects.

Link to Another Part of the Curriculum: Composition
skills learned in this assessment can be transferred to

Assessment

8. Stand By Me Practical Assessment
(Keyboard skills):

Type of Knowledge Assessed: Procedural
Knowledge.

Diagnostic Nature: Assesses proficiency in specific
keyboard skills.

Building Blocks: Builds foundation for keyboard
repertoire and ensemble playing.




Link to Another Part of the Curriculum: MAT testing
skills can also be applied in language arts, where
students learn to recognise patterns in language,
such as rhythm and tone.

2. ‘Rhythm’ Assessment (Practical ensemble
rhythm performance pieces):

Type of Knowledge Assessed: Procedural
Knowledge.

Diagnostic Nature: Assesses ability to apply
rhythmic concepts in practical ensemble settings.
Building Blocks: Develops essential skills in timing,
synchronization, and ensemble communication for
future ensemble work.

Link to Another Part of the Curriculum: Rhythm
assessment encourages collaboration and
teamwork, which are essential skills in various co-
curricular activities such as sports teams or drama
productions.

3. Ode to Joy Practical Keyboard Skill
Assessment:

Type of Knowledge Assessed: Procedural
Knowledge.

Diagnostic Nature: Evaluates proficiency in
keyboard skills and coordination.

Building Blocks: Establishes foundation for
keyboard performance, music theory, and
composition.

creative writing classes, where students learn to evoke
different atmospheres through their writing.

5. Beethoven’s 5th Written Review (Research
project):

Type of Knowledge Assessed: Declarative Knowledge.
Diagnostic Nature: Evaluates research and analytical
skills in music critique.

Building Blocks: Enhances critical thinking, research,
and writing skills for future analysis.

Link to Another Part of the Curriculum: Research skills
developed in this project can be applied in history
classes, where students conduct research on historical
events and figures.

6. Pentatonic (Written 4-part score project):

Type of Knowledge Assessed: Declarative and
Procedural Knowledge.

Diagnostic Nature: Assesses understanding of music
theory and composition principles.

Building Blocks: Reinforces knowledge of composition
techniques and harmonic understanding.

Link to Another Part of the Curriculum: Composition
skills learned in this project can be applied in
mathematics classes, where students explore patterns
and structures in mathematical compositions.

7. Pentatonic Ensemble Performance:
Type of Knowledge Assessed: Procedural Knowledge.

Diagnostic Nature: Evaluates ability to perform in an
ensemble setting.

9. ‘Carnival’ Assessment (Ensemble
performances):

Type of Knowledge Assessed: Procedural
Knowledge.

Diagnostic Nature: Evaluates ability to perform in a
specific musical style.

Building Blocks: Develops ensemble
communication and performance technique.

Link to Another Part of the Curriculum:
Performance skills developed in this assessment can
be applied in drama classes, where students
participate in theatrical productions or
performances.

10. End of Year Listening Exam:

Type of Knowledge Assessed: Declarative
Knowledge.

Diagnostic Nature: Tests listening skills and
understanding of musical concepts.

Building Blocks: Consolidates knowledge of musical
elements and historical developments for further
study.

Link to Another Part of the Curriculum: Listening
skills developed in this exam can be applied in
language classes, where students listen to and
analyse spoken language for comprehension and
interpretation.

10




Building Blocks: Develops teamwork, listening, and
rehearsal skills for future ensemble work.

Link to Another Part of the Curriculum: Ensemble
performance skills developed in this assessment can be
applied in leadership roles in student clubs or
organisations.

11




Year 8

Vision/intent:

Vision/intent: The study of music provides students an opportunity to engage the mind, body and spirit in creative pursuits. Students will explore and learn
individually & collaboratively to ensure that they develop; the confidence, the creativity and the thoughtfulness to be a skilful and informed musician. The
curriculum aims to provide appropriate experience and qualifications to support further study and/or career opportunities within the music industry.

Music in Year 8 intends to develop an appreciation of music from around the world and how styles evolve over time.

Domains of knowledge:
Tacit Knowledge:

Tacit knowledge refers to the implicit understanding and intuition that
musicians develop through experience and exposure to music.

In music education, tacit knowledge encompasses aspects such as musical
intuition, sensitivity to nuances in performance, and the ability to interpret
and respond to musical cues.

Students acquire tacit knowledge through active engagement in musical
activities, including listening, performing, and improvising.

Tacit knowledge is often transmitted through direct experience,
mentorship, and peer collaboration rather than formal instruction or
explicit verbalization.

Procedural Knowledge:

Procedural knowledge pertains to the practical skills and techniques
required to perform specific musical tasks or activities.

Key concepts:

Elements of Music: Introducing students to the fundamental elements of music
such as melody, harmony, rhythm, dynamics, tempo, and timbre.

Music Theory: Basic music theory including understanding musical notation,
pitch, scales, and simple rhythmic patterns.

Listening Skills: Developing active listening skills through exposure to a variety of
musical genres, styles, and historical periods.

Vocal Techniques: Exploring basic vocal techniques including breath control, pitch
accuracy, and vocal range through singing exercises and repertoire, also includes
using the voice as an instrument and confidence in using the voice to
communicate through language and sounds.

Instrumental Skills: Introduction to playing simple instruments such as keyboards,
percussion, and classroom instruments to develop basic instrumental skills and
ensemble playing.

12




In music education, procedural knowledge includes skills such as
instrument proficiency, sight-reading, ensemble coordination, and
conducting.

Students develop procedural knowledge through systematic instruction,
guided practice, and repetitive rehearsal.

Procedural knowledge is acquired through hands-on experience and
gradual refinement of skills over time, often facilitated by teacher
demonstration, modeling, and feedback.

Declarative Knowledge:

Declarative knowledge refers to factual information, concepts, and
theoretical understanding of music.

Declarative knowledge encompasses elements such as music theory,
terminology, historical context, and stylistic conventions.

Declarative knowledge provides the conceptual framework for
understanding and analyzing music, enabling students to make informed
interpretations and connections across different musical contexts.

Composition and Creativity: Encouraging students to explore their creativity
through simple composition tasks, improvisation, and creating music using
technology.

Music History and Culture: Introducing students to key concepts in music history
and culture, including the study of significant composers, musical styles, and
cultural contexts.

Performance Skills: Developing basic performance skills through solo and
ensemble performance opportunities, including participation in class concerts and
assemblies.

Music Technology: Introduction to basic music technology concepts such as
recording, sequencing, and music software to create, edit, and manipulate music
electronically.

Musical Analysis: Developing analytical skills through listening to and analyzing
music, identifying musical elements, structures, and stylistic features

MUSIC YEAR 8 LTP

Autumn Term 1& 2 Spring Term 3 & 4

Summer Term 5 & 6
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Title Unit
length
Autumn 1
Fanfare — Introducing important
people or occasions 5/6 Wks
Autumn 2
5/6 Wks

The Blues — the origins of ‘popular’
songs

Title Unit length
Spring 3

5/6 Wks
Keyboard Skills — Reading Music and
putting hands together
Spring 4 5/6 Wks

Film Music — music to underscore
picture and enhance the senses

Title

Summer 5

Pop Music 2 —the ‘Formula’ of
number 1 hits

Summer 6
The Music Industry —

production/rehearsing and
performing

Unit length

5/6 Wks

5/6 Wks

Domains of knowledge

TACIT Knowledge:

Understanding the appropriate mood and
style for different occasions (Music for
Special Occasions).

Developing an intuitive sense of note
recognition and sight-reading skills (Note
Reading).

Developing a feel for chord progressions
and transitions (Chords).

Developing an intuitive sense of melodic
contour and phrase structure (Melody
Writing).

Developing ensemble listening skills and
maintaining pitch while singing in
harmony (The 'Round).

Developing a sense of rhythm and timing
specific to the piece (Gonna Fly Now).

Domains of knowledge

Procedural Knowledge:

Learning performance techniques for
specific pieces suited to special occasions
(Music for Special Occasions).

Practicing note reading exercises and
applying them to musical pieces (Note
Reading).

Practicing chord shapes and transitions on
an instrument (Chords).

Experimenting with melodic motifs and
developing them into cohesive melodies
(Melody Writing).

Learning how to sing in rounds and
coordinate with other singers (The 'Round).
Learning the keyboard part and
coordinating with a partner for
performance (Gonna Fly Now).

Learning to play and improvise within the
blues style (History of the Blues).

Domains of knowledge

Declarative Knowledge:

Knowledge of repertoire suitable for special
events and understanding the cultural
significance of certain pieces (Music for
Special Occasions).

Understanding the names of notes on the
musical staff and their corresponding
pitches (Note Reading).

Understanding chord structures, including
major, minor, and dominant chords
(Chords).

Understanding principles of melody writing,
such as repetition, variation, and contour
(Melody Writing).

Understanding the concept of singing in
rounds and its historical and cultural
significance (The 'Round).
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e Developing an understanding of the
emotional expression and cultural context
of the blues genre (History of the Blues).

e Developing a feel for the rhythmic and
harmonic patterns inherent in the 12-bar
blues form (12-Bar Form and Structure).

e Developing a feel for the expressive
qualities of the blues scale and its use in
improvisation (Blues Scale).

e Practicing playing and improvising within
the 12-bar blues structure (12-Bar Form
and Structure).

e Practicing scales and improvisational
techniques within the blues style (Blues
Scale).

e Understanding the structure and style of
the piece, including chord progressions and
melodic motifs (Gonna Fly Now).

e Understanding the origins, development,
and key characteristics of blues music
(History of the Blues).

e Understanding the formal structure and
harmonic progression of the 12-bar blues
(12-Bar Form and Structure).

e Understanding the construction and
characteristic intervals of the blues scale
(Blues Scale).

Key concepts:
Autumn 1:

e Music for special occasions: Building
upon their understanding of musical
notation and basic rhythms from Year 7,
students now apply these skills to
compose music suitable for specific
occasions, demonstrating creativity and
cultural awareness. Conventions such as
Triadic Fanfares are explored in detail.

o Note reading: Year 8 students further
develop their note reading skills,
transitioning from basic rhythms to more
complex melodic notation, enabling them
to interpret and perform more
challenging musical pieces.

e Chords: Students expand upon their
knowledge of single-note melodies from
Year 7 by learning about chords and their
harmonic function, laying the groundwork

Key concepts:
Spring 3:

e Internalising sound: Year 8 students
deepen their aural skills, honing their ability
to perceive and analyse musical elements
such as pitch, rhythm, and harmony, which
were introduced in Year 7.

e My heart will go on (Titanic keyboard
skills): Learning to play a piece from the
movie "Titanic" on the keyboard, focusing
on technique, expression, and
interpretation.

e Triads: Building upon chord knowledge,
students learn about triads and their
inversions, exploring their use in
harmonizing melodies and creating chord
progressions.

e Composing to a brief: Students learn to
compose music to fit specific criteria or
guidelines, such as mood, instrumentation,
or theme.

Key concepts:
Summer 5:

e Pop music structures and common forms:
Study of common song structures and
forms found in popular music genres,
including verse-chorus form, bridge, and
pre-chorus.

e Hooks/riffs: Analysis of melodic and
rhythmic hooks or riffs commonly found in
pop music, and their role in creating
memorable and catchy songs.

e  Copyright Law: Introduction to basic
principles of copyright law as it pertains to
music, including rights of ownership,
licensing, and royalties.

e  Lyric Writing: Further exploration of lyric
writing techniques, including rhyme
schemes, imagery, and storytelling.

e Supportive Chord Progressions:
Understanding how chord progressions
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for understanding harmony and chord
progressions.

Melody writing: Drawing upon their
experience with basic melody writing in
Year 7, students now explore more
advanced techniques for crafting
melodies, incorporating elements such as
contour, phrasing, and variation.

The ‘Round’: Year 8 students deepen their
understanding of musical form and
structure by exploring rounds, a form of
composition that challenges them to
coordinate multiple voices or instruments,
fostering teamwork and ensemble skills.
‘Gonna fly now’ (Rocky keyboard piece in
pairs note reading and performance
task): This task builds upon the keyboard
skills introduced in Year 7, providing
students with an opportunity to apply
their note reading abilities in a
collaborative performance setting,
enhancing their confidence and musical
fluency.

Autumn 2:

History of the Blues: Year 8 students
delve into the historical and cultural
context of Blues music, expanding their
understanding of different musical genres
and their significance.

12 bar form and structure: Building upon
their knowledge of musical form from
Year 7, students explore the distinct
structure of the 12-bar blues, providing

Arrangement techniques: Introduction to
arranging music for different instruments or
voices, including considerations of texture,
dynamics, and balance.

Ostinato: Further exploration of ostinato
patterns and their use in creating rhythmic
and melodic motifs.

Drone: Understanding the role of drone
notes or chords in music, including their use
in creating harmonic stability and
atmosphere.

Fragments: Experimentation with musical
fragments or motifs as building blocks for
composition, exploring development and
variation techniques.

Spring 4:

Composing to a timeline: Students learn to
compose music that aligns with specific
events or actions within a given timeframe,
developing skills in pacing and narrative
through music.

Storyboarding techniques: Introduction to
using visual storytelling techniques such as
storyboarding to plan and structure musical
compositions.

Writing to a brief (the Chase): Composing
music to fit a specific narrative or theme,
such as creating a musical soundtrack for a
chase scene.

Reflecting mood/atmosphere through
compositional techniques: Students
explore how compositional techniques such
as instrumentation, harmony, and texture

support melodies and lyrics in pop music,
including common chord patterns and
harmonic conventions.

Summer 6:

e St Mary’s Got Talent Project: Collaborative
project where students showcase their
musical talents through performances,
compositions, or other creative
endeavours.

e Final performance (songwriting
competition): Culminating event where
students present original songs they have
written and composed, showcasing their
creativity and musical skills.

e Production and CD creation (introduction
to studio recording and session
musicianship): Introduction to the process
of studio recording, including recording
techniques, production methods, and the
role of session musicians in creating
professional recordings.
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them with a deeper understanding of
formal conventions in music.

Blues scale: This concept extends the
exploration of scales introduced in Year 7,
introducing students to the unique
intervals and expressive potential of the
Blues scale, enhancing their
improvisational skills.

Improvisation: Students continue to
develop their improvisational abilities,
applying techniques learned in Year 7 to
create spontaneous musical expressions
within the framework of the Blues genre.
Own composition within limitations of 12
bar structure: Building upon their
composition skills from Year 7, students
now apply their understanding of formal
constraints and improvisational
techniques to create original Blues
compositions, fostering creativity and self-
expression.

Lyrics (and AABA form): This topic
expands upon basic forms, introduced in
Year 7, introducing students to the AABA
form commonly found in Blues and other
popular music genres, enhancing their
understanding of songwriting
conventions.

can evoke different moods and
atmospheres in music.
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End points:
Autumn 1:

e Ability to perform music suitable for
special occasions: Through practical
exercises and performance tasks, students
will learn to select and perform
appropriate music for various special
occasions, demonstrating their
understanding of cultural contexts and
musical styles.

e Proficiency in reading musical notes:
Students will engage in exercises and
activities that strengthen their ability to
read and interpret musical notation,
including identifying notes on the staff
and understanding their rhythmic values.

e Understanding of basic chord structures:
Through exploration and practice,
students will develop knowledge of basic
chord structures, including major and
minor chords, and their use in
harmonizing melodies and creating chord
progressions.

e Capacity to compose simple melodies:
Students will apply their understanding of
melody writing principles to compose
original melodies, focusing on basic
elements such as contour, rhythm, and
phrase structure.

e  Familiarity with singing in a round:
Through collaborative singing activities,
students will learn to sing in a round,
coordinating multiple vocal parts that

End points:

Spring 3:

e Ability to internalize musical sound and
rhythms: Through listening exercises and
rhythmic training, students will develop the
ability to internalize musical elements such
as pitch, rhythm, and tempo, enhancing
their musical perception and performance
skills.

e Proficiency in playing "My Heart Will Go
On" on the keyboard: By learning and
performing this iconic piece on the
keyboard, students will refine their
keyboard skills, expression, and
interpretation, demonstrating technical
proficiency and musical sensitivity.

e Understanding of triads and their
inversions: Students will study triads and
their inversions, learning to recognize and
use these basic chord structures in
harmonizing melodies and creating chord
progressions, expanding their harmonic
vocabulary and compositional abilities.

e Capacity to compose music to meet
specific criteria (composing to a brief):
Through compositional exercises and
projects, students will learn to compose
music that meets specific criteria or
guidelines, such as mood, instrumentation,
or thematic content, demonstrating
creativity and versatility in composition.

e Mastery of arrangement techniques:
Students will explore arranging techniques
for organizing and enhancing musical

End points
Summer 5:

e Understanding of common structures and
forms in pop music: Through analysis and
listening activities, students will learn about
common song structures and forms found
in pop music genres, enhancing their
understanding of popular music
conventions and techniques.

e Ability to create catchy hooks and riffs:
Students will explore melodic and rhythmic
motifs commonly found in pop music,
learning to create catchy and memorable
hooks and riffs, enhancing their
compositional skills and creativity.

e Knowledge of copyright laws related to
music: Students will learn about basic
principles of copyright law as they pertain
to music, including rights of ownership,
licensing, and royalties, understanding their
rights and responsibilities as musicians and
creators.

e Proficiency in lyric writing: Through lyric
writing exercises and projects, students will
develop proficiency in crafting lyrics,
exploring techniques such as rhyme
schemes, imagery, and storytelling,
enhancing their ability to express
themselves through words and music.

e Capacity to use supportive chord
progressions effectively in composition:
Students will learn about chord
progressions commonly used in pop music,
exploring their harmonic functions and how
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start at different times, demonstrating
their ability to maintain pitch and rhythm.
Competence in playing "Gonna Fly Now"
on the keyboard: By learning and
performing this piece on the keyboard,
students will develop proficiency in
keyboard skills, note reading, and
performance technique, enhancing their
musical fluency and expression.

Autumn 2:

Understanding of the history and
characteristics of blues music: Through
listening activities and discussions,
students will gain insight into the
historical context and defining
characteristics of Blues music, including its
origins, cultural significance, and stylistic
elements.

Mastery of the 12-bar blues form and
structure: Students will analyze and
perform examples of the 12-bar blues,
mastering its distinctive form and chord
progression, demonstrating their ability to
navigate this foundational structure in
Blues music.

Proficiency in playing the blues scale:
Through practical exercises and
improvisational activities, students will
develop proficiency in playing the blues
scale, understanding its intervals and
expressive potential in creating authentic
Blues melodies and solos.

Ability to improvise within the blues
style: Students will engage in
improvisational exercises and

material, including considerations of
texture, dynamics, and instrumental
voicing, developing skills in musical
craftsmanship and expression.

Familiarity with ostinato and drone
patterns: Through study and
experimentation, students will become
familiar with ostinato and drone patterns,
understanding their rhythmic and harmonic
functions, and incorporating them into their
compositions and performances.
Understanding of musical fragments and
their use in composition: Students will
explore musical fragments or motifs as
building blocks for composition, learning
techniques for developing and manipulating
musical ideas, fostering creativity and
originality in composition.

Spring 4:

Ability to compose music to fit a timeline
or narrative: Through compositional
projects, students will learn to compose
music that aligns with specific events or
actions within a given timeframe or
narrative structure, developing skills in
pacing, storytelling, and musical narrative.
Understanding of storyboard techniques
for visualizing musical ideas: Students will
learn to use storyboard techniques to plan
and structure musical compositions,
visualizing musical ideas and organizing
them into coherent narratives or visual
representations.

Capacity to compose music to fit specific
moods or atmospheres: Students will

they support melodies and lyrics,
developing skills in harmonic analysis and
composition.

Summer 6:

e Participation in a talent show project,
demonstrating performance skills and
stage presence: Students will participate in
a talent show project, showcasing their
performance skills and stage presence
through solo or group performances,
developing confidence and professionalism
as musicians.

e Creation and performance of original songs
in a songwriting competition: Students will
create and perform original songsin a
songwriting competition, demonstrating
their creativity, musicality, and ability to
communicate ideas through music and
lyrics.

e Understanding of studio recording and
session musicianship in music production:
Students will learn about studio recording
techniques and session musicianship,
gaining insight into the process of music
production and the role of studio
professionals in creating professional
recordings.

e Proficiency in creating and producing a CD,
including studio recording and post-
production: Students will apply their
knowledge and skills in studio recording
and production to create and produce a CD,
including recording, basic editing, mixing,
and mastering,
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performances within the Blues genre,
applying their knowledge of the blues
scale and 12-bar form to create
spontaneous musical expressions,
demonstrating creativity and fluency in
the Blues style.

Capacity to compose original music using
the 12-bar blues structure: Drawing upon
their understanding of the 12-bar blues,
students will compose original Blues
compositions within this structure,
showcasing their ability to apply formal
constraints and improvisational
techniques in composition.
Understanding of lyric writing and song
form (AABA): Through analysis and
practice, students will learn about lyric
writing techniques and song forms
commonly found in Blues and popular
music, including the AABA form,
enhancing their understanding of
songwriting conventions and storytelling
in music.

explore compositional techniques for
evoking different moods and atmospheres
in music, such as instrumentation,
harmony, and texture, developing skills in
musical expression and emotional
communication.

Proficiency in writing music to meet
specific criteria (writing to a brief):
Through compositional exercises and
projects, students will learn to compose
music that meets specific criteria or
guidelines, such as mood, instrumentation,
or thematic content, demonstrating
versatility and adaptability in composition.
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Declarative/procedural knowledge broken down:
Autumnl:

Declarative Knowledge:
e Knowledge of appropriate music
repertoire for special occasions.
e Understanding of musical notation and
note reading.
e Knowledge of basic chord types (major,

minor, etc.).

e Understanding of melody writing
techniques.

e Familiarity with the concept of singing in
rounds.

e Knowledge of the "Gonna Fly Now"
keyboard piece, including its structure and
style.

Procedural Knowledge:

e Practicing performance skills for special
occasions, including dynamics and
expression.

e Developing note reading proficiency
through exercises and repertoire.

e Practicing chord progressions and
transitions on an instrument.

e Experimenting with composing melodies
using basic musical motifs.

e Participating in singing rounds, focusing
on pitch accuracy and ensemble singing.

e Learning and practicing "Gonna Fly Now"
on the keyboard, including note reading
and coordination.

Autumn 2:

Declarative/procedural knowledge broken down:
Spring 3:

Declarative Knowledge:

e Knowledge of techniques for internalizing
musical sounds and rhythms.

e Understanding of the structure and style of
"My Heart Will Go On."

e Knowledge of triads and their inversions in
music theory.

e Understanding of composing to a brief and
meeting specific criteria.

e Knowledge of arrangement techniques such
as orchestration and voicing.

e Understanding of ostinato and drone as
compositional devices.

e Familiarity with musical fragments and their
role in composition and improvisation.

Procedural Knowledge:

e Practicing techniques for internalizing
musical sound through ear training and
rhythm exercises.

e Learning to play "My Heart Will Go On" on
the keyboard, focusing on expression and
interpretation.

e Practicing triads and their inversions on an
instrument.

e Experimenting with composition to meet
specific criteria and developing
arrangements.

e Exploring arrangement techniques through
practical application in compositions.

e Creating ostinato and drone patterns in
composition and performance.

Declarative/procedural knowledge broken down:
Summer 5:

Declarative Knowledge:

e Knowledge of common song structures and
forms found in pop music.

e Understanding of the characteristics and
importance of hooks and riffs in popular
music.

e  Familiarity with copyright laws and
regulations relevant to music composition
and distribution.

e Knowledge of lyric writing techniques and
songwriting conventions.

e Understanding of supportive chord
progressions and their role in enhancing
musical compositions.

Procedural Knowledge:

e Practicing songwriting techniques to create
memorable hooks and riffs.

e Exploring and applying copyright laws and
guidelines in music composition and
distribution.

e Experimenting with lyric writing and
crafting lyrics that complement musical
compositions.

e Developing supportive chord progressions
that enhance the emotional impact and
structure of compositions.

Summer 6:

Declarative Knowledge:
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Declarative Knowledge:
e Knowledge of the origins and
development of blues music.
e Understanding of the structure and

harmonic progression of the 12-bar blues.
e  Familiarity with the blues scale and its

application in improvisation.

o Knowledge of lyric writing techniques and

song form conventions.
Procedural Knowledge:

e  Practicing playing blues melodies and

improvising within the blues scale.

e Learning to structure and compose music

using the 12-bar blues format.
e Experimenting with lyric writing and

crafting melodies to fit song forms like

AABA.

e Developing improvisational skills through

guided exercises and performances

e Experimenting with musical fragments to
develop compositional ideas and motifs.

Spring 4:

Declarative Knowledge:

e Knowledge of techniques for composing
music to fit a timeline or narrative.

e Understanding of storyboard techniques
and their application in music composition.

e Knowledge of compositional techniques for
reflecting mood and atmosphere.

e Understanding of writing to a brief and
meeting specific criteria in composition.

Procedural Knowledge:

e Practicing composition techniques for
creating music that fits a timeline or
narrative structure.

e Experimenting with storyboard techniques
to visualize musical ideas and develop
compositions.

e Developing compositional techniques for
conveying mood and atmosphere through
harmony, melody, and instrumentation.

e Creating compositions that meet specific
criteria and effectively communicate
intended concepts or emotions.

e Knowledge of performance skills and
techniques for stage presentationin a
talent show context.

e Understanding of the songwriting process
and techniques for creating original songs.

e Familiarity with studio recording equipment
and techniques for capturing and
manipulating sound.

e Understanding of session musicianship and
collaboration in a studio recording
environment.

Procedural Knowledge:

e Rehearsing and preparing for a talent show
performance, including stagecraft and
audience engagement.

e Creating and refining original songs for a
songwriting competition, focusing on
melody, lyrics, and arrangement.

e Learning studio recording techniques and
procedures, including microphone
placement, mixing, and mastering.

e Collaborating with session musicians and
producers to create a professional-quality
recording for CD production.

Assessment:

'Fanfare' Assessment:
Musical Theory and Notation (Declarative

Knowledge): Students demonstrate knowledge of

musical notation and theory principles in
composing and performing the fanfare.

Assessment:

'Keyboard Skills' Assessment:

Performance Skills (Procedural Knowledge):
Students demonstrate their keyboard proficiency by
performing assigned pieces or exercises.

Assessment:

Pop Music' Practical Assessment:

Performance Skills (Procedural Knowledge):
Students perform pop music repertoire, showcasing
their instrumental or vocal skills.
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Performance Skills (Procedural Knowledge):
Students showcase their instrumental or vocal
proficiency in performing the fanfare individually
or as part of an ensemble.

Composition and Arrangement (Procedural
Knowledge): Students apply composition skills to
create their own fanfare, arranging musical
elements such as melody, harmony, and rhythm.

Listening and Analysis (Tacit Knowledge):
Students may analyze fanfares from different
contexts to inform their composition and
performance.

'The Blues' Assessment:

Musical Theory and Notation (Declarative
Knowledge): Students learn about the structure
and characteristics of blues music, including its
chord progressions and improvisational elements.

Performance Skills (Procedural Knowledge):
Students develop skills in playing blues scales,
improvising, and performing blues pieces
individually or as part of an ensemble.

Music History and Context (Declarative
Knowledge): Students explore the historical and
cultural context of blues music, learning about its
origins, development, and influential artists.

Critical Listening and Evaluation (Tacit
Knowledge): Students listen to and evaluate blues

Musical Theory and Notation (Declarative
Knowledge): Students apply their knowledge of
musical notation and theory to interpret and
execute keyboard music accurately.

Technology in Music (Procedural Knowledge):
Students may use digital keyboards or software for
practicing and recording their performances.

'Film Music' Assessment:

Performance Practice and Interpretation
(Procedural Knowledge): Students interpret and
perform excerpts of film music, paying attention to
stylistic nuances and expressive elements.

Musical Theory and Notation (Declarative
Knowledge): Students analyze the structure and
compositional techniques used in film music,
applying their knowledge of musical theory and
notation

Year 8 Exam Week March (written paper):

Musical Theory and Notation (Declarative
Knowledge): Students demonstrate their
understanding of music theory concepts through
written responses, which may include notation,
terminology, and analysis.

Music History and Context (Declarative
Knowledge): The exam may include questions
about music history and context, testing students'

Cultural and Social Context (Declarative
Knowledge): Students explore the cultural
significance of pop music and its impact on society,
connecting their performance to broader cultural
trends.

'Pop Music' Final Assessment/Evaluation:

Critical Listening and Evaluation (Tacit
Knowledge): Students critically evaluate their own
and others' pop music performances, providing
feedback and reflecting on their progress.

Performance Practice and Interpretation
(Procedural Knowledge): Students demonstrate
their understanding of performance practice and
interpretation in pop music, applying stylistic
elements authentically in their performances.
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performances, identifying stylistic elements and
providing feedback

knowledge of different musical styles, genres, and
periods.

Vertical Links (Within Music Curriculum):

Foundational Musical Concepts:

e Vertical link: Year 7 introduces basic
concepts such as rhythm, melody, and
harmony [(Autumn 1)], while Year 8
deepens understanding and application
[(Autumn 1, Autumn 2, Spring 3)].

Performance Skills Development:

e Vertical link: Year 7 establishes
foundational skills, such as instrumental
technique and ensemble playing
[(Autumn 1, Autumn 2)], while Year 8
builds upon them with more advanced
tasks [(Autumn 1, Autumn 2, Spring 3,
Spring 4, Summer 6)].

Music Theory and Notation:

e Vertical link: Year 7 introduces basic
theory and notation, including note
reading and simple chord structures
[(Autumn 1)], while Year 8 progresses to
more complex concepts and applications,
such as chord inversions and modal scales
[(Autumn 1, Autumn 2, Spring 3, Spring
4)].

Horizontal Links (Across Music Curriculum Yr 7&8):

Foundational Musical Concepts & Performance
Skills:

e Horizontal link: Foundational concepts
support performance skill development.
Understanding basic musical concepts in
Year 7 [(Autumn 1)] lays the groundwork
for the development of performance skills

in Year 8 [(Autumn 1, Autumn 2, Spring 3)].

Music Theory and Notation & Composition:

e Horizontal link: Understanding theory and
notation aids in composition. Theoretical
understanding and notation skills acquired
in Year 7 [(Autumn 1)] are applied to
composition tasks in Year 8 [(Autumn 1,
Autumn 2, Spring 3, Spring 4)].

Exploration of Musical Styles and Genres & Music
History:

e Horizontal link: Understanding different
styles connects to historical and cultural
contexts. Exploring musical styles in Year 7
[(Autumn 2)] informs historical analysis in
Year 8 [(Autumn 2, Spring 4, Summer 5)].

Performance Skills Development & Composition:

Diagonal Links (Across Music and Other Areas):

Mathematics & Music Theory and Notation:
Diagonal link: Understanding rhythmic values and
mathematical patterns in music.

Literacy & Music Theory and Notation:
Diagonal link: Reading musical notation parallels
reading written language.

History & Music History and Context:
Diagonal link: Exploring historical events and
cultural contexts of music.

Technology & Music Theory and Notation:
Diagonal link: Using technology for music
production and notation software.

Geography & Exploration of Musical Styles and
Genres:

Diagonal link: Studying the geographical origins of
different musical styles.

Art & Composition and Creative Expression:
Diagonal link: Expressing creativity through both
visual art and music composition
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Exploration of Musical Styles and Genres:

Vertical link: Year 7 provides an overview
of various musical styles and genres,
exposing students to different cultural
traditions and expressions [(Autumn 2)],
while Year 8 delves deeper into specific
genres, such as Blues, Pop, and World
Music, enriching students' understanding
of stylistic nuances and cultural influences
[(Autumn 2, Spring 4, Summer 5)].

Composition and Creative Expression:

Vertical link: Year 7 introduces
composition basics, such as melody
writing and chord progressions [(Autumn
1)], while Year 8 expands on techniques
and styles, including writing to specific
briefs and experimenting with advanced
harmonic structures [(Autumn 1, Autumn
2, Spring 3, Spring 4, Summer 5)].

Music History and Context:

Vertical link: Year 7 introduces general
history, providing students with an
understanding of broad historical periods
and significant musical developments
[(Autumn 2)], while Year 8 explores
specific historical and cultural contexts,
deepening students' appreciation of
music's social, cultural, and political
significance [(Autumn 2, Spring 4,
Summer 5, Summer 6)].

Horizontal link: Performance skills support
practical application in composition.
Developing performance skills in Year 7
[(Autumn 1, Autumn 2)] contributes to
practical composition tasks in Year 8
[(Autumn 1, Autumn 2, Spring 3, Spring 4,
Summer 6)].

Music Theory and Notation & Music History:

Horizontal link: Understanding theory and
notation informs historical analysis.
Theoretical knowledge acquired in Year 7
[(Autumn 1)] enhances historical
understanding in Year 8 [(Autumn 1,
Autumn 2, Spring 4, Summer 5)].

Music History and Context & Composition:

Horizontal link: Understanding historical
context influences compositional choices.
Exploring historical and cultural contexts in
Year 7 [(Autumn 2)] informs composition
tasks in Year 8 [(Autumn 2, Spring 4,
Summer 5, Summer 6)].
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Year 9

Vision/intent:

Vision/intent: The study of music provides students an opportunity to engage the mind, body and spirit in creative pursuits. Students will explore and learn
individually & collaboratively to ensure that they develop; the confidence, the creativity and the thoughtfulness to be a skilful and informed musician. The
curriculum aims to provide appropriate experience and qualifications to support further study and/or career opportunities within the music industry.

Music in Year 9: Building upon Key Stage 3 fundamentals and gained technical skills, this pathway recalls traditional musical learning balanced with

contemporary, industry practises.

Domains of knowledge:
Tacit Knowledge:

Tacit knowledge refers to the implicit understanding and intuition that
musicians develop through experience and exposure to music.

In music education, tacit knowledge encompasses aspects such as musical
intuition, sensitivity to nuances in performance, and the ability to interpret
and respond to musical cues.

Students acquire tacit knowledge through active engagement in musical
activities, including listening, performing, and improvising.

Tacit knowledge is often transmitted through direct experience, mentorship,

and peer collaboration rather than formal instruction or explicit verbalization.

Procedural Knowledge:

Procedural knowledge pertains to the practical skills and techniques required
to perform specific musical tasks or activities.

Key concepts

Elements of Music: Introducing students to the fundamental elements of
music such as melody, harmony, rhythm, dynamics, tempo, and timbre.

Music Theory: Basic music theory including understanding musical notation,
pitch, scales, and simple rhythmic patterns.

Listening Skills: Developing active listening skills through exposure to a variety
of musical genres, styles, and historical periods.

Vocal Techniques: Exploring basic vocal techniques including breath control,
pitch accuracy, and vocal range through singing exercises and repertoire, also
includes using the voice as an instrument and confidence in using the voice to
communicate through language and sounds.

Instrumental Skills: Introduction to playing simple instruments such as
keyboards, percussion, and classroom instruments to develop basic
instrumental skills and ensemble playing.
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In music education, procedural knowledge includes skills such as instrument
proficiency, sight-reading, ensemble coordination, and conducting.

Students develop procedural knowledge through systematic instruction,
guided practice, and repetitive rehearsal.

Procedural knowledge is acquired through hands-on experience and gradual
refinement of skills over time, often facilitated by teacher demonstration,
modeling, and feedback.

Declarative Knowledge:

Declarative knowledge refers to factual information, concepts, and theoretical
understanding of music.

Declarative knowledge encompasses elements such as music theory,
terminology, historical context, and stylistic conventions.

Declarative knowledge provides the conceptual framework for understanding
and analyzing music, enabling students to make informed interpretations and
connections across different musical contexts.

Composition and Creativity: Encouraging students to explore their creativity
through simple composition tasks, improvisation, and creating music using
technology.

Music History and Culture: Introducing students to key concepts in music
history and culture, including the study of significant composers, musical
styles, and cultural contexts.

Performance Skills: Developing basic performance skills through solo and
ensemble performance opportunities, including participation in class concerts
and assemblies.

Music Technology: Introduction to basic music technology concepts such as
recording, sequencing, and music software to create, edit, and manipulate
music electronically.

Musical Analysis: Developing analytical skills through listening to and analyzing
music, identifying musical elements, structures, and stylistic features

Year 9 Music LTP

Term 1 Term 2 Term3
Title Unit length Title Unit length Title Unit length
Autumn 1
Theory of Music 1 and performances | 5/6 wks Spring 3 5/6 Wks Summer 5 5/6 Wks
of Fur Elise Technical Skills 1 — performing Minimalism — exploring 20"
to an audience and revisit Century styles.
Autumn 2 compositional devices Use of IT, sequencing and
Theory of Music 2 + using triad bass compositional devices to
line theory to support composition 5/6 Wks Spring 4 5/6 Wks complete response to a (BTEC
(Alberti) style brief)
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Technical Skills 2 — Evaluative
journal (diaries), improving
group performance skills and
Sequencing of underscore

Summer 6
Performance Audit (baseline
for L2 Study)

5/6 Wks

Domains of knowledge:
Tacit Knowledge:

Performance Skills ("Fiir Elise" performance skills):
Tacit knowledge is utilised when students perform "Fir
Elise" on their chosen instrument, demonstrating
technical proficiency and expressive interpretation.
(Autumn 1)

Ensemble Skills (Ensemble skills, Ensemble skills
continued): Tacit knowledge is applied when students
collaborate and perform as part of an ensemble,
developing skills in communication, synchronization,
and musical expression. (Autumn 2, Spring 3, Spring 4)

Solo Performance (Performing solo): Tacit knowledge
is employed when students perform solo pieces,
demonstrating technical proficiency, expression, and
stage presence. (Spring 3)

Domains of knowledge:
Procedural Knowledge:

Basic Music Notation (Basic Music Notation
revisited): Procedural knowledge is involved as
students revisit basic music notation, developing
the ability to interpret and apply musical
symbols such as notes, rests, clefs, and time
signatures. (Autumn 1)

Composition Skills (Alberti bass composition
skills): Procedural knowledge is applied when
students develop composition skills, creating
music using techniques such as Alberti bass
effectively. (Autumn 2)

Performance Preparation (Grade 1 Practice
Examinations): Procedural knowledge is utilized
as students practice and prepare for Grade 1
music examinations, including performance and
theory components. (Autumn 2)

Music Technology (Sequencing and Cubase
Software): Procedural knowledge is involved as
students learn to use sequencing software like
Cubase for music production, including recording
and mixing tracks. (Summer 5)

Domains of knowledge:
Declarative Knowledge:

Music Theory Fundamentals (Time Signatures,
Bar Lines, Rests, Articulation, Dynamics):
Declarative knowledge is necessary as students
learn and understand fundamental concepts of
music theory, including time signatures, bar lines,
rests, articulation, and dynamics. (Autumn 1,
Autumn 2)

Musical Styles and Genres (Minimalism/Tubular
bells and Axel F): Declarative knowledge is
applied as students explore musical styles and
genres such as minimalism, learning pieces like
"Tubular Bells" and "Axel F." (Summer 5)

Portfolio Development (Setting up a Portfolio):
Declarative knowledge is utilized as students
understand the purpose and structure of a
portfolio showcasing musical achievements and
compositions. (Summer 6)

Assessment Criteria (Performance Audit 1):
Declarative knowledge is involved as students
understand the assessment criteria and
expectations for performance audits as part of
Level 2 BTEC coursework. (Summer 6)
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Key concepts:

Autumn 1:

e Basic Music Notation revisited: Students
revisit fundamental music notation concepts,
reinforcing their understanding of symbols,
note values, and basic rhythmic patterns.

o Treble clef: Students learn to read and
interpret music written in the treble clef,
including identifying notes and understanding
their placement on the staff.

e Bass Clef: Students are introduced to reading
music in the bass clef, expanding their ability
to interpret musical notation across different
clefs.

e Time Signatures: Students explore various
time signatures, learning to identify them and
understand their significance in determining
rhythmic patterns in music.

e ‘Fur Elise’ performance skills: Students
develop performance skills through learning
and practicing Beethoven's "Fur Elise",
focusing on accuracy, expression, and
interpretation.

e (S+C - Performance of Moonlight Sonata):
Students engage in a collaborative
performance of Beethoven's "Moonlight
Sonata", developing ensemble skills and
coordination with other musicians.

Autumn 2:

e Bar lines: Students learn about bar lines and
their function in organizing music into

Key concepts:

Spring 3:

e Skills audit: Students assess their
musical skills and identify areas for
improvement, setting goals for personal
development.

e Performing solo: Students have
opportunities to perform solo pieces,
focusing on technical proficiency,
interpretation, and stage presence.

e Ensemble skills continued (performing
to an audience): Students further
develop ensemble skills through public
performances, refining communication,
and musical interaction.

e Learning Process and progress diaries:
Students maintain learning process and
progress diaries, documenting their
musical journey, achievements, and
challenges.

e Re-visit compositional techniques and
texture: Students revisit compositional
techniques such as melody writing,
harmony, and texture, applying them in
creative projects and compositions.

Spring 4:

e  Skills audit: Students conduct a follow-
up skills audit to track their progress and
measure improvement.

e Ensemble skills continued (performing
to an audience): Students continue to
refine ensemble skills through additional

Key concepts:

Summer 5:

e Minimalism/Tubular bells and Axel F:
Students explore minimalist music
concepts through pieces such as Tubular
Bells and Axel F, analyzing their structure,
repetitive patterns, and use of
instrumentation.

e Drone: Students learn about drone music,
experimenting with sustained tones and
harmonic drones in their compositions
and performances.

e Sequence: Students study sequence in
music, understanding its role in creating
musical patterns and motifs, and applying
it in composition and improvisation.

e Suspensions and legato: Students explore
suspension chords and legato playing
techniques, incorporating them into their
performances to enhance musical
expression.

e Composing with a timeline/underscore
brief (life of pi or similar extract):
Students compose music to accompany a
timeline or underscore brief, developing
skills in musical storytelling and
synchronization with visual media.

e Sequencing and CUBASE Software:
Students learn to use sequencing software
such as Cubase, gaining proficiency in
digital music production, recording, and
editing.

e Advanced compositional techniques and
texture (homophony and polyphony):
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measures, enhancing their ability to read and
interpret musical scores.

e Rests: Students study different types of rests
and their durations, learning to incorporate
rests effectively in their musical performances
and compositions.

performances, gaining confidence and
stage presence.

e Learning Process and progress diaries:
Students update their learning process
and progress diaries, reflecting on their
growth and setting new goals for

Students explore advanced compositional
techniques such as homophony and
polyphony, experimenting with different
textures and harmonic structures in their
compositions.

e Articulation: Students explore articulation improvement.
; Summer 6:
techniques such as staccato, legato, and
accents, developing skills to convey musical e Chord sequence, and homophonic
. ’

expression and style. . compositions: Students focus on chord

e Dynamics: Students learn about dynamic sequences and homophonic compositions,
markings and their effect on the intensity and applying harmonic principles to create
volume of music, incorporating dynamic cohesive musical works.
contrasts into their performances. e Melody writing techniques: Students

e (Grade 1 practice examinations — all students learn various melody writing techniques
(or hif?'her depending on previous including motif development, phrase
experience)): Students prepare for Grade 1 structure, and melodic contour, refining
music examinations, focusing on technical their skills in crafting memorable
proficiency, musical accuracy, and melodies.
interpretation. e Setting up a portfolio: Students compile a

o Ensemble skills: Students continue to develop portfolio showcasing their musical
ensemble skills through collaborative achievements, compositions
rehearsals and performances, focusing on performances, and reflections on their
communication, teamwork, and musical learning journey.
cohesion. e Performance Audit 1 (L2 BTEC

e Diary creation and rehearsal skills: Students Coursework): Students undergo a
create rehearsal diaries to track their progress, performance audit as part of Level 2 BTEC
reflect on their learning experiences, and set coursework, demonstrating their technical
goals for improvement. proficiency, musical interpretation, and

e Alberti bass composition skills: Students learn performance skills.
about the Alberti bass pattern and its use in
composition, exploring its application in
various musical contexts.

End points: End points: End points:
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Autumn 1:

e Students can read and interpret basic music
notation in both treble and bass clef.

e Students understand time signatures and can
apply them to musical passages.

e Students demonstrate performance skills
through playing "Fir Elise" on their chosen
instrument.

e (Students demonstrate performance skills
through playing Moonlight Sonata if
applicable)

Autumn 2:

e Students can identify and apply bar lines, rests,
articulation, and dynamics in musical passages.

e Students have practiced and are prepared for
Grade 1 music examinations or higher,
depending on previous experience.

e Students develop ensemble skills and can
perform as part of a group.

e Students create and maintain rehearsal diaries
for their musical activities.

e Students demonstrate composition skills by
creating pieces using Alberti bass.

Spring 3:

e Students conduct a skills audit to assess
their musical abilities.

e Students perform solo pieces
demonstrating technical and expressive
skills.

e Students continue developing ensemble
skills, including performing for an
audience.

e Students maintain learning process and
progress diaries to track their musical
development.

e Students revisit compositional
techniques and explore different
textures in their compositions.

Spring 4:

e Students conduct another skills audit to
monitor their progress.

e Students further develop ensemble skills
and continue performing for an
audience.

e Students maintain learning process and
progress diaries to track ongoing
improvement.

Summer 5:

e Students explore minimalism and learn
pieces such as "Tubular Bells" and "Axel
F".

e Students explore compositional
techniques such as drone, sequence,
suspensions, and legato.

e Students compose music with a timeline
or underscore brief, drawing inspiration
from sources like "Life of Pi".

e Students learn to use sequencing software
like Cubase for music production.

e Students explore advanced compositional
techniques including homophony and
polyphony.

Summer 6:

e Students create homophonic
compositions based on chord sequences.

e Students develop melody writing
techniques, including creating memorable
and expressive melodies.

e Students set up portfolios showcasing
their musical achievements and
compositions.

e Students undergo Performance Audit 1 as
part of Level 2 BTEC coursework.

Declarative/procedural knowledge broken down:

Basic Music Notation revisited:

Declarative Knowledge: Understanding of musical
symbols such as notes, rests, clefs (treble and bass),
and time signatures.

Declarative/procedural knowledge broken
down:

Skills Audit:

Declarative Knowledge: Understanding of the
purpose and process of conducting a skills audit
to assess musical abilities.

Declarative/procedural knowledge broken down:

Minimalism ("Tubular Bells" and "Axel F"):
Declarative Knowledge: Understanding of
minimalism as a musical style and knowledge of
pieces such as "Tubular Bells" and "Axel F."
Procedural Knowledge: Ability to perform
minimalist music and understand its
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Procedural Knowledge: Ability to identify and
interpret basic musical notation accurately, including
reading notes and rhythms.

Treble Clef and Bass Clef:

Declarative Knowledge: Knowledge of note names
and their positions on the treble and bass clef staff.
Procedural Knowledge: Ability to read and play notes
in both the treble and bass clef accurately.

Time Signatures:

Declarative Knowledge: Understanding of time
signatures and their significance in determining
rhythm.

Procedural Knowledge: Ability to count and perform
rhythms according to different time signatures.

Performance Skills ("Fr Elise"):

Declarative Knowledge: Understanding of the chosen
musical piece, including its structure, dynamics, and
expressive elements.

Procedural Knowledge: Ability to perform "Fir Elise"
fluently with correct technique, expression, and
interpretation.

Bar Lines, Rests, Articulation, Dynamics:

Declarative Knowledge: Understanding of musical
symbols and terms related to bar lines, rests,
articulation, and dynamics.

Procedural Knowledge: Ability to apply these symbols

and terms accurately in performance and composition.

Grade 1 Practice Examinations:

Procedural Knowledge: Ability to evaluate
personal strengths and areas for improvement in
musical skills and knowledge.

Performing Solo and Ensemble Skills:
Declarative Knowledge: Understanding of solo
performance techniques and the importance of
ensemble playing.

Procedural Knowledge: Ability to perform solo
pieces with technical proficiency and expression,
and to collaborate effectively in ensemble
settings.

Learning Process and Progress Diaries:
Declarative Knowledge: Understanding of the
purpose and importance of maintaining learning
process and progress diaries.

Procedural Knowledge: Ability to document
learning experiences, achievements, and goals in
diaries to track progress over time.

Re-visit Compositional Techniques and Texture:
Declarative Knowledge: Understanding of
compositional techniques and textural elements
in music.

Procedural Knowledge: Ability to apply
compositional techniques and create varied
textures in compositions.

Skills Audit:

Declarative Knowledge: Understanding of the
purpose and process of conducting a skills audit
to assess musical abilities.

compositional techniques, including repetition
and gradual change.

Composition with a Timeline and Sequencing
(Underscore Brief):

Declarative Knowledge: Understanding of
compositional techniques such as sequence,
suspension, and legato, and their use in creating
musical timelines and underscore.

Procedural Knowledge: Ability to compose music
to fit specific timelines and underscore briefs,
incorporating appropriate techniques and creating
mood and atmosphere.

Sequencing and Cubase Software:

Declarative Knowledge: Understanding of
sequencing software such as Cubase and its
capabilities in music production.

Procedural Knowledge: Ability to use Cubase
software to sequence, edit, and produce music
effectively, including recording and mixing tracks.

Chord Sequence and Homophonic Compositions:
Declarative Knowledge: Understanding of chord
sequences and homophonic textures in music.
Procedural Knowledge: Ability to compose
homophonic music using chord sequences
effectively, including creating harmonic
progressions and melodic accompaniments.

Melody Writing Techniques:

Declarative Knowledge: Understanding of melody
writing principles, including contour, intervallic
relationships, and phrasing.
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Declarative Knowledge: Understanding of the
requirements and expectations for Grade 1 music
examinations.

Procedural Knowledge: Ability to practice and prepare
effectively for Grade 1 music examinations, including
performance and theory components.

Ensemble Skills and Diary Creation:

Declarative Knowledge: Understanding of ensemble
playing and the importance of rehearsal diaries for
tracking progress.

Procedural Knowledge: Ability to collaborate
effectively in ensemble settings and maintain
organized rehearsal diaries.

Alberti Bass Composition Skills:

Declarative Knowledge: Understanding of
compositional techniques such as Alberti bass and
their application in music.

Procedural Knowledge: Ability to compose music using
Alberti bass effectively, including creating harmonic
accompaniments and bass lines.

Procedural Knowledge: Ability to evaluate
personal strengths and areas for improvement in
musical skills and knowledge.

Ensemble Skills and Audience Performance:
Declarative Knowledge: Understanding of
ensemble performance techniques and the
dynamics of performing for an audience.
Procedural Knowledge: Ability to collaborate
effectively in ensemble settings and engage with
an audience during performances.

Learning Process and Progress Diaries:
Declarative Knowledge: Understanding of the
purpose and importance of maintaining learning
process and progress diaries.

Procedural Knowledge: Ability to document
learning experiences, achievements, and goals in
diaries to track ongoing progress.

Procedural Knowledge: Ability to create
expressive and melodic lines that complement
harmonies and convey emotion.

Setting up a Portfolio:

Declarative Knowledge: Understanding of the
purpose and structure of a portfolio showcasing
musical achievements and compositions.
Procedural Knowledge: Ability to organize and
present a portfolio effectively, including selecting
and annotating musical examples and reflecting
on personal growth and development.

Performance Audit 1 (L2 BTEC Coursework):
Declarative Knowledge: Understanding of the
assessment criteria and expectations for Level 2
BTEC performance audits.

Procedural Knowledge: Ability to prepare and
present a performance audit that meets the
requirements and demonstrates technical
proficiency, musicality, and professionalism.
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Assessment:

Stave - Traditional Notation Test

Type of Knowledge: Declarative Knowledge

This assessment primarily evaluates students'
understanding and ability to interpret traditional
musical notation.

Theory Practice Assessment (Revision for the
Examination)

Type of Knowledge: Declarative Knowledge

This assessment focuses on testing students'
knowledge and understanding of music theory
concepts through practice questions and exercises.

Assessment:

Year 9 Exam Week Grade 1 Theory Online
(ABRSM)

Type of Knowledge: Declarative Knowledge
This assessment evaluates students' theoretical
knowledge and understanding of music theory
concepts at a Grade 1 level, as per the ABRSM
examination standards.

Ensemble Practical Recordings (Performing to
an Audience)

Type of Knowledge: Tacit Knowledge

This assessment primarily assesses students'
ensemble performance skills, including their
ability to collaborate with others and perform
effectively in front of an audience.

Performing to an Audience and Diary
Assessment

Type of Knowledge: Tacit Knowledge
(Performance Skills), Procedural Knowledge
(Diary Assessment)

This assessment evaluates students'
performance skills and their ability to effectively
communicate musical ideas and experiences
through diary entries.

Assessment:

Composing and Performing to a Brief
(Advertisement/Exhibition Brief)

Type of Knowledge: Procedural Knowledge

This assessment focuses on students' ability to
compose and perform music that meets specific
criteria outlined in a brief, such as creating music
for an advertisement or exhibition.

BTEC L2 AUDIT 1

Type of Knowledge: Procedural Knowledge

This assessment evaluates students' practical skills
and competencies in music performance as part of
Level 2 BTEC coursework.

Performance Solos Recorded (Can be Used to
Support Actual Coursework in Year 10)

Type of Knowledge: Tacit Knowledge
(Performance Skills), Declarative Knowledge
(Application of Course Concepts)

This assessment involves recording solo
performances, which can serve as evidence to
support coursework in Year 10. It assesses
students' performance skills and their ability to
apply course concepts in practical contexts.
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Horizontal Links

Horizontal Links (Across Music Curriculum):
Foundational Musical Concepts & Performance Skills:
Horizontal link: Foundational concepts support
performance skill development across all three years,
as students build upon their understanding of rhythm,
melody, harmony, and form while developing
proficiency in playing musical instruments and singing.

Music Theory and Notation & Composition:
Horizontal link: Understanding theory and notation
aids in composition across all three years, as students
apply their knowledge of musical elements to create
original music, including melodies, harmonies, and
rhythms.

Exploration of Musical Styles and Genres & Music
History:

Horizontal link: Exploring different musical styles and
genres connects to music history across all three years,
as students learn about the historical and cultural
contexts of various musical traditions and movements.

Performance Skills Development & Ensemble Skills:
Horizontal link: Performance skills development
supports ensemble playing across all three years, as
students collaborate with others to perform music
collectively, developing skills in communication,
synchronization, and musical expression.

Vertical Links

Vertical Links (Within Music KS3 Curriculum):
Foundational Musical Concepts:

(Year 7: Introduction to Rhythms) = (Year 8: Bar
Lines, Rests, Articulation, Dynamics) - (Year 9:
Minimalism/Tubular Bells and Axel F)

The progression from basic rhythm introduction
in Year 7 to more advanced concepts like
articulation and dynamics in Year 8, and finally
to exploring minimalist music in Year 9
demonstrates vertical progression in
understanding foundational musical concepts.

Performance Skills Development:

(Year 7: Introduction to Keyboard Skills) > (Year
8: Ensemble Practical Recordings) = (Year 9:
Performance Solos Recorded)

The development of keyboard skills in Year 7
leads to ensemble playing in Year 8, and
ultimately to solo performance and recording in
Year 9, illustrating a vertical progression in
performance skills development.

Music Theory and Notation:

(Year 7: Basic Music Notation) = (Year 8: Theory
Practice Assessment) = (Year 9: Year 9 Exam
Week Grade 1 Theory Online)

The progression from basic music notation in
Year 7 to practicing theory assessments in Year
8, and finally to Grade 1 theory examination in
Year 9 reflects a vertical progression in music
theory and notation skills.

Exploration of Musical Styles and Genres:

Diagonal (cross curricular links)

Diagonal Links (Across Music and Other Areas):
Mathematics & Music Theory and Notation:
Diagonal link: Understanding rhythmic values and
mathematical patterns in music connects to
mathematical concepts such as fractions and
ratios, supporting students' mathematical literacy.

Literacy & Music Theory and Notation:
Diagonal link: Reading musical notation parallels
reading written language, enhancing students'
literacy skills and comprehension abilities.

History & Music History and Context:

Diagonal link: Exploring historical events and
cultural contexts of music connects to broader
historical narratives, deepening students'
understanding of historical periods, movements,
and societal developments.

Technology & Music Production:

Diagonal link: Using technology for music
production connects to digital literacy and
technological fluency, as students learn to use
audio recording, editing, and production software
to create and manipulate music digitally.

Physical Education & Performance Skills:
Diagonal link: Developing physical coordination
and motor skills in physical education supports
performance skills development in music, as
students refine their technique and
expressiveness through playing musical
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(Year 7: Introduction to Different Musical Styles) instruments and engaging in physical movement
-> (Year 8: History of the Blues) - (Year 9: while performing.

Minimalism/Tubular Bells and Axel F)

The exploration of different musical styles in
Year 7, followed by a focused study on the
history of blues in Year 8, and then further
exploration of minimalism in Year 9
demonstrates a vertical progression in
understanding and appreciating diverse musical
genres.

The Year 7-9 music curriculum embodies a clear progression model, advancing students' musical understanding and skills through a structured framework of
declarative, procedural, and tacit knowledge acquisition that evolves across the three years of study.

Evidence:

Declarative Knowledge:

o) Across Year 7, 8, and 9, students progressively acquire declarative knowledge of fundamental music theory and notation. In Year 7, they are introduced to basic
concepts such as rhythm, note values, and clefs (Autumn 1). This foundational understanding is expanded upon in Year 8 as students delve into more complex
theoretical concepts such as chord structures and articulation techniques (Autumn 1, Autumn 2, Spring 3, Spring 4). By Year 9, students demonstrate proficiency in
advanced theoretical concepts, including minimalism, sequence, and advanced compositional techniques (Summer 5, Summer 6).

Procedural Knowledge:

o Throughout Year 7, 8, and 9, students progressively develop procedural skills through practical tasks and performance opportunities. In Year 7, they begin to establish
procedural skills through keyboard performances and ensemble participation (Autumn 1, Autumn 2). These skills are further refined in Year 8 as students engage in
more advanced performance examinations, ensemble rehearsals, and composition projects (Autumn 2, Spring 3, Spring 4). By Year 9, students demonstrate
advanced procedural skills through solo performances, ensemble collaborations, and composition tasks (Spring 3, Summer 5, Summer 6).

Tacit Knowledge:

o Tacit knowledge is cultivated through practical experiences and performance opportunities that span Year 7, 8, and 9. Across all three years, students engage in
ensemble performances, solo performances, and composition tasks that allow them to develop a tacit understanding of musical expression, interpretation, and
communication (Autumn 1, Autumn 2, Spring 3, Spring 4, Summer 5, Summer 6). This hands-on experience fosters a deepening awareness of musical nuances and
dynamics, contributing to their overall musical proficiency and artistic expression.
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Year 10

Vision/intent: GCSE MUSIC

To develop a comprehensive understanding of music theory, performance skills, and analytical techniques, enabling students to confidently engage with the three
areas of study in the EDUCAS GCSE Music specification while fostering creativity and musicianship through composition and ensemble work.

Domains of knowledge Key concepts

Musical Analysis: Understanding and applying key elements
from the Areas of Study.

Musical Forms and Devices: Structure, tonality, melody, harmony, rhythm, and texture.
Music for Ensemble: Roles within ensembles, texture, and genre-specific techniques.

Film Music: Use of music to create mood, atmosphere, and narrative.

Performance Skills: Technique, expression, and ensemble collaboration.

Composition Techniques: Melodic development, harmony, and use of DAWs (Digital Audio
Composition: Developing original ideas using music theory and Workstations).

software tools.

Performance: Building solo and ensemble skills for practical
components.

e W R

Year 10
Term 1: Term 2 Term3
Title Unit length Title Unit length Title Unit length
Introduction to 11 weeks Component (11 weeks Consolidation [11 weeks
Component 3 and 3 and Set of
i 5 lessons per fortnight 5 lessons per fortnight

Badinerie (5 lessons per fortnight) Work - ( P ght) Components ( P ght)

Africa by land2

Toto
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Domains of knowledge Domains of knowledge

e In-depth study of Badinerie by J.S. Bach. e Exploration of fusion styles and rhythmic complexity.
e Foundations in music theory and analysis e In-depth study of Africa by Toto.

techniques. e Continued performance and composition skill
e Initial skills development in performance and development.

composition.

Domains of knowledge

Refinement of performance pieces for
Component 1.

Development of original compositions for
Component 2.

Key concepts Key concepts

e  Structure, tonality, melody, harmony, and e Texture, timbre, and rhythmic interplay.
rhythm. e Ensemble work and stylistic interpretation.
e Analytical techniques specific to Badinerie. e Developing rhythmic and textural interest.

e Technical precision, expressive performance, and
harmonic progressions.

Key concepts

Technique, expression, and stylistic accuracy
in performance.

Thematic development and structural
planning in composition.

End points End points
e Confident analysis of Badinerie. e Detailed analysis of Africa with emphasis on fusion
e Preparation of a short solo piece related to and rhythmic features.
stylistic features of the set work. e Performance of an ensemble piece inspired by Africa.

Composition draft demonstrating fusion and
rhythmic techniques.

e Creation of a composition draft based on stylistic °
devices found in Baroque music.

End points

Completed performance recordings for
Component 1.

Submission of a final draft composition for
Component 2.

Declarative/procedural knowledge broken down:

e Definitions and understanding of key musical terms (e.g., cadence, texture, timbre).

e Familiarity with characteristics of different musical genres and periods.

e Techniques for thematic development and structural planning in composition.
Procedural Knowledge:

e Analysing sheet music and audio recordings.

e Developing technical and expressive performance skills for both solo and group settings.

e  Utilising DAWSs for composition.
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Assessment

e Diagnostic assessment of musical forms through a
listening task.

e Recorded solo/ensemble performance evaluation.

Assessment

e Analytical project on Africa.

e Composition draft submission with peer and teacher
feedback.

Assessment

Summative recording of polished solo and
ensemble performances.
End-of-year theoretical examination.

Cross Curricular Extra-curricular

English: Analytical Participation in school

writing for musical ensembles.

analysis. .
Collaboration on school

Drama: production.

Understanding of film
and theatrical
storytelling.

Attendance at live

ICT: Use of music
technology and
software in
composition.

performances or workshops.

Spacing and Revisiting Knowledge
Revisiting core theoretical concepts in warm-up tasks.
Periodic quizzes to reinforce set work analysis.

Performance reviews to identify and address gaps in
technique.

This is the work of Clare Seeley — for more information please see the link: https://researchschool.org.uk/bradford/news/knowledge-never-the-same-river-twice
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Year 11

Vision/intent: GCSE MUSIC

To develop a comprehensive understanding of music theory, performance skills, and analytical techniques, enabling students to confidently engage with the three
areas of study in the EDUCAS GCSE Music specification while fostering creativity and musicianship through composition and ensemble work.

Domains of knowledge Key concepts

Musical Analysis: 6. Musical Forms and Devices: Structure, tonality, melody, harmony, rhythm, and texture.
Understanding and applying key | 7. Music for Ensemble: Roles within ensembles, texture, and genre-specific techniques.
elements from the Areas of 8. Film Music: Use of music to create mood, atmosphere, and narrative.

Study. 9. Performance Skills: Technique, expression, and ensemble collaboration.

o 10. Composition Techniques: Melodic development, harmony, and use of DAWSs (Digital Audio Workstations).
Performance: Building solo and

ensemble skills for practical
components.

Composition: Developing
original ideas using music
theory and software tools.

Year 11

Term 1: Term 2 Term 3
Title Unit length Title Unit length

Advanced Focus on 11 weeks Component 3 and Exam 11 weeks

Components 1 and 2 Preparation
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(5 lessons per
fortnight)

(5 lessons per
fortnight)

Domains of knowledge

e Mastery of performance skills.

e Final development of compositions aligned with
EDUCAS criteria.

Domains of knowledge

e Comprehensive revision of set works and
unfamiliar listening.

e Advanced exam techniques for Section A and B
questions.

Key concepts

o Refining technical and interpretive skills for
assessment.

e Finalising ideas with attention to structure and
stylistic accuracy.

Key concepts

e Analysis of Musical Forms and Devices, Music for
Ensemble, and Film Music.
e Listening and critical analysis of unfamiliar music.

End points

e Completed, recorded performance pieces for
Component 1.

e Submission of polished compositions for
Component 2.

End points

e Confident analysis and recall of set works.
e Proficiency in tackling exam questions.

Declarative/procedural knowledge broken down:

e Definitions and understanding of key musical terms (e.g., cadence, texture, timbre).
e Familiarity with characteristics of different musical genres and periods.
e Techniques for thematic development and structural planning in composition.

Procedural Knowledge:

e Analyzing sheet music and audio recordings.

e Developing technical and expressive performance skills for both solo and group settings.

e Utilizing DAWSs for composition.
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Assessment

e Final recording and submission of performance
pieces.

e Submission of polished compositions for
Component 2.

Assessment

e Timed mock exams for Component 3 (listening
and written).
e Final preparation for GCSE examination.

Cross Curricular Extra-curricular

English: Analytical writing for
musical analysis.

Participation in
school

. ) ensembles.
Drama: Understanding of film

and theatrical storytelling. Collaboration
on school

ICT: Use of music technology and production.

software in composition.
Attendance at
live

performances
or workshops.

Spacing and Revisiting Knowledge

Revisiting core theoretical concepts in warm-up
tasks.

Periodic quizzes to reinforce set work analysis.

Performance reviews to identify and address gaps in
technique.

This is the work of Clare Seeley — for more information please see the link: https://researchschool.org.uk/bradford/news/knowledge-never-the-same-river-twice
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