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Year 12 

Autumn Term  

Unit Title: Culture and Identity Unit Length: September - December 

Domains of Knowledge 
Sociological theories           Socialisation 
Culture                                  Identity 

Key Concepts 

Culture                                          Popular / mass culture 

Vision Intent: Studying for A-Level in sociology at St Mary’s aims to inspire students to reflect upon the world we live in, fostering an understanding of the 
inter-relationships between individuals, groups, institutions and societies. It enables students to develop critical thinking and appreciate theoretical, 
conceptual and methodological issues. 
A Level Sociology Website https://sites.google.com/d/1ffhdNG6bET_KqGPtIDnI9uNgKe6vd28T/p/1wNxKTmZ74ZMApPCKYAYR6KrSrBwdktDE/edit?pli=1 

Domains of Knowledge  
Sociological theories                           
Sociological methods 
The design of research                       
Socialisation 
Culture                                                  
Identity 
Social differentiation                          
Power 
Stratification                                         
Education 
Media                                                   
Crime and Deviance  
Functionalism 
Marxism  
Feminism 
Interactionism 
Postmodernism 
Globalisation 

Key Concepts (concepts that are found across all or most units) 
Value consensus                                        Social solidarity 
Norms and values                                      Anomie 
Culture and types of cultures                   Socialisation 
Ruling class / dominant ideology            Class conflict 
Bourgeoisie                                                 Proletariat  
False class consciousness                         Patriarchy 
Social control                                             Hegemony  
Ideological state apparatus                    Looking glass self 
Impression management                         Labelling 
Master status                                              Self-fulfilling prophecy 
Social construction                                   Marginalisation  
Exploitation                                                Racism                                                 
Institutional racism                                    Ethnocentrism 
Meta narratives                                         Globalisation 
Hybridity                                                     Media saturation 
Pick n mix identities                                   Subcultures 
Moral panics                                              Folk devils 
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Social differentiation           Power 
Stratification                         Globalisation 
 
 
 
 
 
 

High culture                                  Low culture 
Folk culture                                   Global culture 
Identity formation                        Socialisation  
Gender socialisation                   Value consensus 
Norms                                            Values 
Dominant ideology                     Dominant culture 
Subordinate culture                    Infrastructure / superstructure 
Class conflict                               Social control 
Hegemony                                   Ideological State Apparatus 
Subcultures of resistance           Looking glass self 
Symbols / signs                            Impression management 
Agency / free will                       Master status 
Labelling                                      Self-fulfilling prophecy 
Patriarchy                                     Gender scripts 
Gender domains                         Canalisation 
Verbal appellations                      Manipulation 
Control theory                               Marginalisation 
Exploitation                                    Symbolic annihilation  
Meta narratives                             Reflexivity 
Globalisation                                 Hybridity 
Media saturation                          Fluid identities 
Resocialisation                              Types of identity 
Life course                                     Youth subcultures 
Neo-tribalism                                 Habitus 
Life chances                                 Underclass 
Diaspora                                       Ethnocentrism 
Racism                                          Islamophobia 
Stigmatised identities                  Stereotyping 
White mask                                   Institutional racism 
Nationalism                                  Male gaze 
Objectification                            Beauty myth 
Crisis of masculinity                     Gender fluidity 
LGBTQ+ Identities                        Impairment  
Anomie                                        Deskilling / upskilling 
 

Declarative / Procedural Knowledge 

1. Different conceptions of culture, including subculture, mass 
culture, folk culture, high and low culture, popular culture and 
global culture 

2. The socialisation process and the role of the agencies of 
socialisation 

3. The self, identity and difference as both socially caused and socially 
constructed 

4. The relationship of identity to age, disability, ethnicity, gender, 
nationality, sexuality and social class in contemporary society 

5. The relationship of identity to production, consumption and 
globalisation 

 

End Points 
A good depth of knowledge of the 5 key sociological perspective: 
Functionalism, Marxism, Feminism, Interactionism, Postmodernism. Pupils 
need to be able to apply these to role of socialisation in the formation of 
culture and identity. 
 
Excellent depth of knowledge 5 key declarative knowledge points outlined 
above. Pupils must be able to outline and explain, recall and apply 
knowledge in an evaluative response. 
 
Ability to apply this knowledge to key exam questions: 10 mark outline and 
explain; 10 mark analyse and 20 mark evaluate. 
Ability to ‘find the hooks’ in an item question. 
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Assessment 
Topics in the Culture and Identity unit will be assessed with an exam style 
question (10 or 20 mark). These assessments are completed in a green 
progress book.  
Also, a short online quiz assessment is set to check knowledge and 
understanding at the end of each topic in Culture and Identity 
Hinge Questions – multiple choice questions incorporated throughout the 
curriculum. 
One timed 20 mark exam question in class 
PPE in February 

Cross Curricular 
Culture and Identity 
GEOGRAPHY: 
A level we do a unit called 
Migration, Identity and Sovereignty 
which looks at how all of these 
things have changed over time, 
Diasporas, the rise of nationalism. 
We look at the concepts of 
glocalisation and globalisation 
PD: 
Consumer culture – what does it 
mean to be a consumer 
How does advertising influence your 
choices 
How can you be a responsible and 
ethical consumer 
Reducing our carbon footprint 
Benefits of sustainable living  
History: 
Subcultures – Nazi subcultures 
Influence on culture of migration 
e.g. food, religion, refugees,  

Extra Curricular 
Wider reading available on the 
Sociology website for each topic 
area. 
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Year 12 

Spring Term 

Unit Title: Education  Unit Length: January - April 

Domains of Knowledge 
Socialisation 
Culture  
Identity 
Social differentiation 
Power 
Stratification  
Education 
Sociological theories 
Sociological methods 
globalisation 
 
 

Key Concepts 
Cultural deprivation 
Cultural capital 
Material deprivation  
socialisation 
Labelling 
Self-fulfilling prophecy 
Anti-school subcultures 
Streaming / setting 
Ethnocentric curriculum 
Institutional racism 
Hyper-heterosexual identities 
Crisis of masculinity 
Moral panic 
Folk devils 
Ruling class ideology 
Bourgeoisie 
Proletariat 
Ideological state apparatus 
False class consciousness 
Correspondence principle 
Exploitation 
Revolution  
Value consensus 
Norms and values 
Role allocation 
Universalistic values 
Particularistic values 
Social solidarity 
Marketisation 
Parentocracy 
Meritocracy 

Declarative/ Procedural Knowledge  
1. The role and functions of the education system, including its 

relationship to the economy and to class structure  
2. differential educational achievement of social groups by social 

class, gender and ethnicity in contemporary society  
3. relationships and processes within schools, with particular 

reference to teacher/pupil relationships, pupil identities and 
subcultures, the hidden curriculum, and the organisation of 
teaching and learning  

4. The significance of educational policies, including policies of 
selection, marketisation and privatisation, and policies to achieve 
greater equality of opportunity or outcome, for an understanding 
of the structure, role, impact and experience of and access to 
education; the impact of globalisation on educational policy 

End Points 
A good depth of knowledge of the 5 key sociological perspective: 
Functionalism, Marxism, Feminism, Interactionism, Postmodernism. Pupils 
need to be able to apply these to the role of the education system. 
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Excellent depth of knowledge 4 key declarative knowledge points outlined 
above. Pupils must be able to outline and explain, recall and apply 
knowledge in an evaluative response. 
 
Ability to apply this knowledge to key exam questions: 4 + 6 mark outline, 
10 mark analyse and 30 mark evaluate exam questions. 
 
Ability to ‘find the hooks’ in an item question. 
 

 

Assessment 
Topics in the Education unit will be assessed with an exam style question 
(4,6,10,30 mark). These assessments are completed in a green progress 
book.  
Also, a short online quiz assessment is set to check knowledge and 
understanding at the end of each topic in Education 
Hinge Questions – multiple choice questions incorporated throughout the 
curriculum. 
One timed 30 mark exam question in class 
PPE in June 

Cross Curricular 
GEOGRAPHY 
Look at the concepts of glocalisation 
and globalisation. 
History 
Migration (impact on education) 
 

Extra Curricular 
Wider reading available on the 
Sociology website for each topic 
area. 
 

Year 12 

Summer Term  

Unit Title: Research Methods Unit Length: May - June 

Domains of Knowledge 
Sociological theories (intepretivism / positivism) 
Sociological methods 
The design of research 
 

Key Concepts 
Practical 
Ethical 
Theoretical 
Quantitative 
Qualitative 
Reliable 

Declarative / Procedural Knowledge 
1. quantitative and qualitative methods of research; research design 
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2. sources of data, including questionnaires, interviews, participant 
and non-participant observation, experiments, documents and 
official statistics  

3. Apply these research methods to the context of education 
4. the distinction between primary and secondary data, and between 

quantitative and qualitative data  
5. the relationship between positivism, interpretivism and 

sociological methods; the nature of ‘social facts’  
6. the theoretical, practical and ethical considerations influencing 

choice of topic, choice of method(s) and the conduct of research  
 

Valid 
Verstehen 
Representative 
Hawthorne effect 
Social desirability effect 
Hidden figure (statistics) 
Impression management 
Objectivity 
Subjectivity  
Positivism 
Interpretivism 
Social construction 
Hidden figure of crime 
Types of sampling 
Hypothesis 

End Points 
A good depth of knowledge of the key methodological perspectives of 
positivism and interpretivism. 
 
Excellent depth of knowledge 7 key declarative knowledge points outlined 
above. Pupils must be able to outline and explain, recall and apply 
knowledge in an evaluative response. 
 
Ability to apply this knowledge to key exam questions: 10 mark outline and 
explain; and 20 mark methods in context question. 
 
Ability to ‘find the hooks’ in an item question. 
 
 

Assessment 
Topics in the Research Method Unit will be assessed with an exam style 
question (10 or 20 mark). These assessments are completed in a green 
progress book.  
Also, a short online quiz assessment is set to check knowledge and 
understanding at the end of each topic in Research Method unit 
Hinge Questions – multiple choice questions incorporated throughout the 
curriculum. 
One timed 20 mark exam question in class 
PPE in June 
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Cross Curricular 
GEOGRAPHY 
At A level students to a piece of 
independent research which 
includes doing things like 
questionnaires and thinking about 
sampling techniques etc. Their NEA 
has to consider the ethics of the 
piece of work there are undertaking 
We also do sampling and fieldwork 
at GCSE considering bias in our data 
etc 
 

Extra Curricular 
Wider reading available on the 
Sociology website for each topic 
area. 
 

Year 12 / 13 

Summer / Autumn Term  

Unit Title: Theory Unit Length: Unit length 6 weeks (starts in Year 12 summer term) July -September 

Domains of Knowledge 
Sociological theories (Functionalism, Marxism, Feminism, Interactionism, 
Postmodernism, Late Modernity) 
Socialisation 
Culture  
Identity 
Social differentiation 
Power 
Stratification  
Globalisation 

Key Concepts 
Inductive logic 
Positivism 
interpretivism 
Objectivity 
Subjectivity  
Value consensus 
Social solidarity 
Norms 
Values 
GAIL 
Organic analogy 
Means of production 
Exploitation 
Bourgeoisie 
Proletariat 
Alienation 
Revolution 
Ruling class ideology 
Ideological state apparatus 

Declarative / Procedural Knowledge 
1. consensus, conflict, structural and social action theories  
2. the concepts of modernity and post-modernity in relation to 

sociological theory 
3. the nature of science and the extent to which Sociology can be 

regarded as scientific 
4. the relationship between theory and methods  
5. debates about subjectivity, objectivity and value freedom  
6. the relationship between Sociology and social policy. 
7.  
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 Hegemony 
Political lesbianism 
Separatism 
Patriarchy  
Labelling  
Self-fulfilling prophecy 
Looking glass self 
Impression management  
Globalisation 
Simulacra 
Hyper reality 
Postmodernism 
 

End Points 
A good depth of knowledge of the 5 key sociological perspective: 
Functionalism, Marxism, Feminism, Interactionism, Postmodernism. Pupils 
need to be able to apply these to how each perspective sees society.  
 
Excellent depth of knowledge 6 key declarative knowledge points outlined 
above. Pupils must be able to outline and explain, recall and apply 
knowledge in an evaluative response. 
 
Ability to apply this knowledge to key exam questions: 10 mark outline and 
explain and 20 mark evaluate exam questions. 
 
Ability to ‘find the hooks’ in an item question 

Assessment 
Topics in the Theory Unit will be assessed with an exam style question (10 
or 20 mark). These assessments are completed in a green progress book.  
Also, a short online quiz assessment is set to check knowledge and 
understanding at the end of each topic in Theory unit 
Hinge Questions – multiple choice questions incorporated throughout the 
curriculum. 
One timed 20 mark exam question in class. 
PPE in November 
 

Cross Curricular 
GEOGRAPHY 
Look at the concepts of glocalisation 
and globalisation 
HISTORY 
Marx and Engles 
Revolutions (Marxist) 

Extra Curricular 
Wider reading available on the 
Sociology website for each topic 
area. 
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Year 13 
Autumn Term  

Unit Title: Crime and Deviance Unit Length: October - January 

Domains of knowledge  
Sociological theories 
Socialisation 
Culture  
Identity 
Social differentiation 
Power 
Stratification  
Crime and Deviance  

Key Concepts 
Anomie 
American Dream 
Status frustration 
Subcultures 
Criminogenic capitalism 
Ideological state apparatus 
Bourgeoisie 
Proletariat 
Selective law 
exploitation 
critical criminology 
Corporate crime 
White collar crime 
Labelling 
Master status  
secondary deviance 
primary deviance 
deviant career 
self-fulfilling prophecy 
typifications 
negotiation of justice 
deviance amplification 
moral panic 
folk devils 
reintegrative shaming 
social construction 
hidden figure of crime 
socialisation 

Declarative / Procedural Knowledge 
1. crime, deviance, social order and social control 
2. the social distribution of crime and deviance by ethnicity, gender 

and social class, including recent patterns and trends in crime  
3. globalisation and crime in contemporary society; the media and 

crime; green crime; human rights and state crimes  
4. crime control, surveillance, prevention and punishment, victims, 

and the role of the criminal justice system and other agencies. 
 

End Points 
A good depth of knowledge of the following key sociological perspective: 
Functionalism, Marxism, Feminism, Interactionism and Realist. Pupils need 
to be able to apply these to the explanations of crime and deviance  
 
Excellent depth of knowledge 4 key declarative knowledge points outlined 
above. Pupils must be able to outline and explain, recall and apply 
knowledge in an evaluative response. 
 
Ability to apply this knowledge to key exam questions: 4 + 6 mark outline, 
10 mark analyse and 30 mark evaluate exam questions. 
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Ability to ‘find the hooks’ in an item question 

rational choice 
zero tolerance  
broken windows 
relative deprivation 
marginalisation 
environmental crime prevention 
situational crime prevention 
social and community crime prevention 
chivalry thesis 
gender socialisation 
sex role theory 
patriarchal control 
class and gender deal 
liberation thesis 
ethnicity 
institutional racism 
utilitarian crime 
non utilitarian crime 
vicitimisation 
racist stereotypes 
‘glocal’ crime 
McMafia 
Global risk consciousness 
Green crime 
Zemiology 
State crime 
Human rights 
Authoritarian personality 
Crimes of obedience 
 

Assessment 
Topics in the Crime and Deviance unit will be assessed with an exam style 
question (4,6,10,30 mark). These assessments are completed in a green 
progress book.  
Also, a short online quiz assessment is set to check knowledge and 
understanding at the end of each topic in Crime and Deviance 
Hinge Questions – multiple choice questions incorporated throughout the 
curriculum. 
One timed 30 mark exam question in class 
PPE in November 
 

Cross Curricular 
GEOGRAPHY 
Look at the concepts of glocalisation 
and globalisation 
PD 
Yr 10 Rights and responsibilities of 
the citizen 
How does legal system work 
Yr 8 Different categories of prison / 
effectiveness of prison 
Stephen Lawrence 
Yr 9 Risky behaviour – county lines, 
youth exploitation. 
Implications of different crimes 
Impact of gang community on 
community – Tottenham riots 
Poverty and crime 
HISTORY 
Patterns and trends in crime – Irish 
in Liverpool / Jews in East London 
(ethnicity / class) 
Social Control – Nazi regime  
Rwanda  

Extra Curricular 
Wider reading available on the 
Sociology website for each topic 
area. 
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Russia under Stalin – social control  
Civil rights – role of the media – 
Brixton Riots / Stephen Lawrence 
Subcultures 
 

Year 13 

Spring Term  

Unit Title: Media  Unit Length: February - May 

Domains of knowledge  
Sociological theories 
Socialisation 
Culture  
Identity 
Social differentiation 
Power 
Stratification  
Media 

Key Concepts 
New Media 
Social Media 
Dominant Ideology 
Hegemony 
Pluralism 
Agenda Setting 
Gate Keeping 
Global Village 
Popular culture 
Cultural imperialism 
Hybridisation 
Simulacra 
Media saturation 
Global culture 
High culture 
Citizen Journalism 
Social construction 
Norm Setting 
Moral Panics 
Folk devils 
Deviancy amplification 
News Values 
Churnalism 
Hierarchy of credibility 
Media gaze 

Declarative / Procedural Knowledge 
1. the new media and their significance for an understanding of the 

role of the media in contemporary  
2. the relationship between ownership and control of the media 
3. the media, globalisation and popular culture 
4. the processes of selection and presentation of the content of the 

news  
5. media representations of age, social class, ethnicity, gender, 

sexuality and disability  
6. the relationship between the media, their content and 

presentation, and audiences. 

End Points 
A good depth of knowledge of the following key sociological perspectives: 
Marxism, Neo Marxism and Pluralism and Postmodernism. Pupils need to 
be able to apply these to ownership and control of the media and new 
media. 
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Excellent depth of knowledge 6 key declarative knowledge points outlined 
above. Pupils must be able to outline and explain, recall and apply 
knowledge in an evaluative response. 
 
Ability to apply this knowledge to key exam questions: 10 mark outline and 
explain; 10 mark analyse and 20 mark evaluate. 
 
Ability to ‘find the hooks’ in an item question. 
 

Stereotypes 
Male gaze 
Stigmatised identity 
Islamaphobia 
Glass ceiling 
Cult of femininity 
Opinion leaders 
Catharsis 
Desensitisation 
Polysemic 
Participatory culture 
Collective intelligence 
Digital divide 
Digital underclass 
Cultural convergence 
Symbolic annihilation  
 
 
 

Assessment 
Topics in the Media unit will be assessed with an exam style question (10 
or 20 mark). These assessments are completed in a green progress book.  
Also, a short online quiz assessment is set to check knowledge and 
understanding at the end of each topic in Media 
Hinge Questions – multiple choice questions incorporated throughout the 
curriculum. 
One timed 20 mark exam question in class 
Internal PPE in May 
 

Cross Curricular 
The effects of globalisation on 

popular culture and the role of the 

media,  

GEOGRAPHY GCSE Y10 when we 
look at the impact of UK media on 
the world and the impacts of 
migration to the UK on food and 
media in the UK in the 21st Century 
unit 
It also comes up when we do 
globalisation in a unit in Y12. We 
consider global culture and its 
impacts 
PD 

Extra Curricular 
Wider reading available on the 
Sociology website for each topic 
area. 
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Yr 10 Does online world influence 
perceptions of sexuality and gender 
and identity 
What is sexuality and identity 
Benefits and risks of online 
communication for LGBTQ 
HISTORY 
Civil rights – role of the media – 
Brixton Riots / Stephen Lawrence 
Globalisation and cold war – 
Americanisation of Europe  
Popular culture – Vimar Germany 
20th / 21st century migration  
Media Reps – Migration – rivers of 
blood speech 
Reps of suffragettes 
Nazi propaganda 
Subcultures – teddy boys 
  

 

 


